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Hague expels Soviet diplomat: 

■■ ITO -HAOUE (R)' — The Netherlands has expelled a Soviet 
after accusing him of spying, government sources said 
mtey. Alexander Konoval, a third secretary at the Soviet emb- 
the Hague, was discovered spying by the Dutch secret 
^errice early tins month and ordered to leave the country by Feb. 
.Utlresourccs added. According to Dutch newspaper reports he 
,leftpnthat dare. The government did not announce the expulsion 
in order to avoid damaging relations with the Soviet Union and to 
£y to prevent any retaliation against Dutch diplomats, they said. * 
Tire Foreign Ministry confirmed a Soviet diplomat had been 
e*pe2ed but refused to give any other details. No Soviet spo- 
kesman was immediately available for comment 
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;Gold continues slump 

LONDON (R) — Gold continued its slide on the London market 
Friday, dosing nearly $10 down on Thursday at $464.75 an 
ounce. Gold has lost nearly $50 in the past 1 0 days, after trading at 
.a two-year high of $509 on Feb. 15, shortly before the ament 
round of oil price cuts began. Dealers said the fall in oil prices was 
seen as likely to help slow worldwide inflation rates, so gold, the 
traditional hedge against weak currencies, was less attractive to 
hold. Speculators in the metal had begun unloading it when it 
dropped below $500. they said, and the price had not yet sta- 
bilised. Friday’s closing price was above the day’s low of $460.50, 
helped by news of a half-point prime rale cut by three major U.S. 
' h a rife , and market analysts said gold was now expected to level off 
in tlft $440-460 band. 


1.50 riyals; UAE 1-50 dirhams; Great Britafo 25 pence 


Tabatabai refused 
diplomatic immunity 

DUESSELDORF, West Ger- 
many (R) — A West German 
court overruled the Foreign Min- 
istry Friday and refused to grant 
di pl o m a tic immunity to former 
Iranian Deputy Prime Minister 
Sedeq Tabatabai, on trial for all- 
eged drug. smuggling. Mr. Tab- 
atabai, 39, related by marriage to 
Iranian leader Ayatollah Rub- 
ollah . Khomeini, was detain at 
Duesseldorf airport on Jan. 8 after 
customs officials found 1.6 kil- 
ogrammes of raw opium in his lug- 
gage. Three weeks later, Iran said 
he had been on a secret mission as 
a special ambassador, a claim bel- 
atedly endorsed by the Boon For- 
eign Ministry, whidi at first denied 
any knowledge of his presence. 

Eritrean rebels 
kill Ethiopian troops 

BAHRAIN (R) — Eritrean sep-| 
aratist guerrillas have killed 200 
Ethiopian soldiers and captured 
26 in fierce, battles in western Eri- 
trea during the past week, a gue J 
rriDa spokesman raid Friday,' 
Osman Abu Bakr, spokesman for 
the Eritrean Liberation Front- 
People’s Liberation Front (ELF- 
PLF), told the Qatari News Age- 
ncy that Ethiopia bad sent 20.000 
soldiers into the week-long battles 
west of the city of Barentu in the 
mountains ofEritrea. He said Eth- 
iopian troops were using Soviet- 
made gunships and MiG -2 Is and 
22s in bombing guerrilla str- 
ongholds in the area. The Eth- 
iopian government was still sen- 
ding remforcemeots to the battle, 
zone backed by sophisticated 
-Soviet-made weapons. Mr. Abu. 
.Bakr said. Earlier this week, Som- j 
;aK Radio quoted a spokesman of 
‘another guerrilla' group as saying | 
the separatist commandos killed 1 
150 government troops during 
.fighting in the Red Sea province.; 
Mr. Abu Bakr said more than* 
.150.000 Eritrean guerrillas have 
been killed and half a million peo- 
ple have taken refuge in nei- 
ghbouring Sudan since the gue- 
rrilla war started 20 years ago. 

3 priests charged 
with murder 

BACOLOD, Philippines (R) — 
Three Roman Catholic priests 
were charged Friday with the 
murder of a town mayor who was 
shot dead in the Philippines a year 
ago. The prosecutor’s office said 
charges filed by tire provincial mil- 
itary commander alleged that 
Australian Father Brian Gore and 
Irishman Father Niall O’Brien 
plotted the killing in an ambush 
led by Filipino priest Father Vic- 
ente Dangan. Kabangkalan 
Mayor Pablo Zola and four com- 
panions were shot last March 10, a: 
few months- after the bodies of 10; 
religious workers were discovered I 
on his sugar farm in Negros occ-' 
idental province, 560 kilometres 
south-east nf - Manila . 

Piranha smuggler i 
detained in Manila i 


MANILA (R) — Airport customs 
officers Friday caught 100 man- 
eating piranha fish which a pas- 
senger tried to bring through in a 
.£ plastic hag with his luggage on a 
Sight to the Philippines from Tai- 
*' peL A customs spokesman said 
file piranhas-babics measuring 
about two inches— were in the; 
water-filled bag with around 400: 
other exotic fish. He said Manflaj 
businessman Victor Chan faced; 
charges under a law banning thei 



piranhas. South Ame rican fish; 
that can devour an annual within 
minutes. Tropical fish collectors 
w31 pay up to 1,000 pesos ($105) 
for a piranha in file Philippines. 
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Reagan’s reference to 

Palestinian homeland 

“ m 1 

conforms to policy, 
State Department says 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan’s 
call for “something in the nature of a hom- 
eland” for the Palestinians did not deviate 
from United States policy, the State Dep- 
artment has said. 


Mr. Reagan’s remarks to rep- 
orters Wednesday made headline 
news in Israel where any sug- 
gestion of a Palestinian state on 
Israeli borders triggers alarm sig- 
nals. 

But State Department spo- 
kesman Alan Romberg Thursday 
made clear that U.S. policy rem- 
ains the same: “To advocate Pal- 
estinian self-rule in association 
-with Jordan and seek the entry of 
Jordan into the peace process." 

“The president’s remarks are 
folly consistent with his previous 
statements regarding the leg- 
itimate rights of the Palestinian 
people.” Mr. Romberg told rep- 
orters. 

Later, Secretary of State Geo- 
rge Shultz returned to the sta- 
ndard formulation when, replying 
to questions following an Atlanta 
speech, he blamed the difficulties 
in the search for peace on failure 
to find the answer to the leg- 
itimate right* and aspirations of 
the Palestinian people." 

When he met reporters Thu- 
rsday, Mr. Reagan restated the 


administration belief that the Pal- 
estinian problem had to be solved. 

But he appeared to go further 
than previously when he said: 
“We can’t go on with these people 
in not providing something in the 
nature of a homeland.” 

But, he added, “On the other 
band, no one has ever advocated 
creating a nation.” 

This was apparently a rea- 
ffirmation of his opposition to cre- 
ating a separate Palestinian state 
as demanded by the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO), most 
recently at the Palestinian Nat- 
ional Council meeting which 
ended this week in Algiers. 

It was the second time in two 
days that Mr. Reagan had app- 
arently broken new ground in U.S. 
Middle East policy. 

In a speech on Tuesday, he ple- 
dged “all necessary measures" to 
guarantee the safety of Israers 
northern border with Lebanon fol- 
lowing withdrawal of Israeli tro- 
ops. 

Officials later said the pledge 
was not new and Defence Sec- 


retary Caspar Weinberger told 
reporters: “That has been the pol- 
icy of the United States for years." 

Officials have previously held 
out the possibility of a role for an 
expanded multinational force in 
Lebanon following withdrawal of 
Israeli, Syrian and Palestinian for- 
ces. 

Elaborating Friday, Mr. Wei- 
nberger told a news conference an 
increase in the 4.400-strong force, 
now made up of American, 
French, Italian and British troops, 
could be part of a withdrawal agr- 
'eement. 

' He said the multinational force 
could extend its coverage to Isr- 
ael’s northern border to prevent 
attacks from Lebanon. 

Israel wants its own troops to 
man stations in southern Lebanon 
to prevent cross-border attacks. 
But this is opposed both by Leb- 
anon and the United States. 

In Atlanta, Mr. Shultz voiced 
optimism that the Lebanon sit- 
uation would soon be resolved. 

He also rejected strongly the 
Israeli government’s position that 
the Palestinians already have a 
homeland in Jordan. 

“There are many Palestinians 
living in Jordan," Mr. Shultz said. 
“The point is there are also many 
Palestinians living on the West 
Bank.and Gaza and I think there 
are many Palestinians who are 
homeless and refugees in other 
countries, not only Lebanon." 


Cairo says Taba talks 
will resume next week 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and Israel 
will resume talks on the future of 
the long-disputed Sinai area of 
Taba next week, an Egyptian for- 
eign ministry statement said Fri- 
day. 

The issue of Taba, a 700 
square-metre coastal strip south 
of the Israeli port of Eilat, has 
been in dispute since Israers wit- 
hdrawal from the Sinai Peninsula 
last ApriL . . 

Both countries claim sov- 
ereignty over the small desert 
area but agreed in tripartite talks 
with the United States last April to 
make it no-man’s-Iand pending a 
settlement 

However, the opening last year 
of a multi-million dollar Israeli 
hotel in Taba sparked angry rea- 


ctions from senior Egyptian off- 
icials who said the act breached 
the agreement 

The Foreigo Ministry s» ; 4 talks 
-'in the Egyptian city of ismaiUi . 
rang on March 2 would focus on 
“the transitional arrangements in 
the disputed area and the rec- 
onciliation and arbitration pro- 
cedures,” which are spelled oat in 
the 1979 treaty between the cou- 
ntries. 

The statement follows talks this 
week between Egypt’s Foreign 
Minister Kama! Hassan Ali and 
the Israeli Ambassador, Moshe 
Sasson, and appears to indicate 
slow progress hi relations which 
hit a low after Israers invasion of 
Lebanon last year. 


Arens vows 
to maintain 
‘good ties’ 
with U.S. 

TEL AVIV (R) — New Israeli 
Defence V^isrer Moshe Arens 
said Friday that one of his aims 
will be to maintain good relations 
with the United States as much as 
possible. 

Mr. Arens arrived in Israel from 
Washington, where be served as 
ambassador for the past year, and 
will take up the defence portfolio 
from the controversial Ariel Sha- 
ron next week. 

Mr. Sharon was forced to resign 
the defence post over an inquiry 
commission report on the Beirut 
massacre of Palestinians in Beirut 
last September, but has remained 
in the cabinet as a minister 


Pertini offers to allow ex-king to return 


ROME (R) — Italian President 
Sandro Pertini said Friday be 
hoped former King Umberto, who 
is gravely 31, would be allowed to 
return here after 36 years of exile. 

The socialist president’s sta- 
tement fuelled an increasingly 
heatgrf debate here over whether, 
and by what means, the 78- 
year-old ex-monarch should be 
allowed to fulfil his oft-expressed 
desire to see Italy again before he 
dies. 

King Umberto, who has spent 
most of his years of exile in Por- 
tugal, has been undergoing tre- 
atment for a' reportedly incurable 
bone cancer in a London clinic for 
several months. Recent sta- 
tements by members of his family 
in the Italian press have said he 
has only a few weeks to live. 


Italy’s constitution, established 
in 1947, forbids the king, his wife 
and male descendants from setting 
foot on Italian soil. 

But President Pertini, 86, said 
in a letter to the kin£s daughter. 
Princess Maria Beatrice: “1 wish 
to record my personal wish that 
your father's desire to spend the 
last days of his life in Italy be ful- 
filled.” 

The publication of the letter 
came amidst a welter of som- 
etimes heated exchanges between 
politicians as to whether special 
measures should be taken to allow 
the ex-king back. 

Social Democratic Party leader 
Pietro Longo Thursday wrote to 
Prime Minister Amintore Fanfani 
suggesting that a special visa be 
accorded to the ex-king. 


A group of deputies, including 
Christian Democrat Giuseppe 
Costamagna, has urged that the 
' king be allowed to return as ‘*a 
Catholic pilgrim to the Vatican." 
who could cross Italian territory 
on the way to the Holy See. 

Liberal parliamentarian Aldo 
Bozzi said he had urged party lea- 
ders to agree to an urgent debate 
on a law he has proposed which 
would abolish the parts of Clause 
13 of file constitution that bar the 
king’s presence in Italy. 

Parliament's constitutional 
committee overwhelmingly bac- 
ked the law in a vote earlier this 
month. But, under normal pro- 
cedures,- it would be several more 
months before its passage through 
parliament and the senate is com- 
pleted. 


Mrs. Gandhi optimistic of non-aligned summit 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi said. 
Friday she hoped the forthcoming 
non-a ligned su mmit in New Delhi, 
would steer dear of divisive issues 
and concentrate on areas of arm- j 
man interest, particularly joint 
economic action by Third World 
countries. 

Mrs. Gandhi said die (fid not] 
think that Kampuchean leader 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk should 
be invited to the conference and 
the controversial question of who' 
should represent Phnom Penh 
would be left for the summit to 
decide. 

Speaking to foreign journalists,: 
she said India’s view was that the] 


Kampuchean seat should be kept 
vacant. 

Mrs: Gandhi, who will chair, 
pgxt month’s conference of the 
97-member grouping, said she 
hoped the leaders would focus on 
ways in which developing cou- 
ntries could cooperate on the eco- 
nomic front 

“We are anxious to divert att- 
ention from anything that could 
divide us to those areas in which 
we have a common interest, lar- 
gely economic,’ 4 she said. 

“The world economic situation 
is a deteriorating one arid the-, 
refore, if it is bad for the affluent 
countries, it is wry much worts for 
us developing countries.” 


Indian Foreign Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao has said he wants 
the meeting to agree on concrete 
measures for reviving world trade 
and boosting Third World eco- 
nomic cooper a ti o n. 

The draft resolution being cir- 
culated ahead of the conference, 
which opens at officials level on 
March 2, calls for restructuring the 
world's financial institutions so 
that they meet the needs of the 
developing world better, acc- 
ording to Third World diplomats. 

Mrs. Gandhi said India believed 
in a new international economic 
order as the present world fin- 
ancial institutions were to the adv- 
antage of the ricH^cm tries. 


Lebanese soldiers 
block Israeli incursion 


BEIRUT (Rj — Lebanese sol- 
diers Friday turned back three Isr- 
aeli jeeps when they tried to cross 
a checkpoint into an area of sub- 
urban Beirut controlled by the 
Lebanese army, an army spo- 
kesman said. 

The incident was the third of its 
kind since the middle of this 
month when the Lebanese army 
assumed responsibility for sec- 
urity in the city and its outskirts, 
including several roads vital as 
supply lines for Israeli forces in 
Lebanon. 

The first occurred on Feb. 16 
hours after the army took control, 
when three Israeli personnel car- 
riers tried to go through a che- 
ckpoint in what Western dip- 
lomats described as a calculated 
move to test the Lebanese res- 
ponse. 

Israeli vehicles were turned 
back at another checkpoint two, 
days later. 

The Lebanese army spokesman 
described Friday's incident as not 
serious. "Three Israeli jeeps tried 
to go inside the area of the Leb- 
anese army. That's all— the Leb- 
anese army stopped these peo- 
ple.” he said. 

Lebanese forces have allowed 
the Israelis to continue to use a 
limited number of main roads in 
“greater Beirut.” The spokesman 
said the checkpoint which the Isr- 
aelis tried to cross Friday was near 
one of them. 


An Israeli army spokesman at 
Yarze, just outside Beirut, said he 
had no information about the inc- 
ident 

In Beirut, teams of U.S. and 
Lebanese diplomats spent several 
hours studying rival draft texts 
being put forward for possible inc- 
lusion in an agreement on the wit- 
hdrawal of Israeli troops from 
Lebanon. 

Government sources said the 
two teams, led by U.S. special 
envoy Philip Habib and Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Elie Salem, had 
been trying to narrow the dif- 
ferences between the U.S. and 
Lebanese wordings on certain 
points. 

They also looked at an Israeli 
draft text on several points and 
Mr. Habib had suggested several 
compromise phrasings on which 
he hoped all sides might agree, the 
sources said. 

Mr. Habib was expected to 
leave for Israel Saturday or Sun- 
day for similar detailed dis- 
cussions there in advance of the 
next full session of talks set for 
Tuesday among U.S., Lebanese 
and Israeli at Khalde. south of 
Beirut, the sources said. 

They declined to give details of 
the points being discussed. But 
they said the diplomats were con- 
centrating on topics on which 
Lebanon and Israel were closest to 
agreement. 


S. Arabian ban hurts 
exports from Lebanon 
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BEIRUT (R) — Saudi Arabia has 
banned many imports from Leb- 
anon for fear that some of the 
goods are really coining from Isr- 
ael, Beirut’s Chamber of Com- 
merce said in a statement pub- 
lished Friday. 

“The decision taken by the 
Saudi authorities to ban the imp- 
ort of certain goods from Leb- 
anon... has caused concern in eco- 
nomic circles because of its neg- 
ative effects on the Lebanese eco- 
nomy," the statement said. 

Goods from Israel or imported 
through Israel have been flooding 
into Lebanon since last November 
when the Israeli authorities, det- 
ermined to establish what they 
termed “normal relations,” ope- 
ned the border to Lebanese bus- 
inessmen. 


Lebanese government has not 
been able to stop the imports bec- 
ause the border area has been 
occupied by Israeli troops since 
the invasion of Lebanon in June 
last year. 

The Chamber of Commerce 
said it was eager to stop Israeli 
goods slipping into Arab markets 
and called on the prime minister to 
take up the matter. 

The Chamber of Commerce 
said its information suggested that 
the aim of the Saudi ban was to 
prevent goods from “occ^ied 
territories," leaning Israel and 
the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, entering Saudi Arabia. 

The Saudi Arabian embassy in 
Beirut said it had no information 
about Lhe ban. 


Tehran does not want 
to end war, Aziz says 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq sees no 
real signs of an early peace set- 
tlement in the 30-month-old Gulf 
war with Iran, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister and Foreign Minister Tariq 
Aziz told Reuters. 

He made the assessment during 
an interview Thursday night in 
which he also talked about pro- 
spects for the war-battered Iraqi 
economy, a new oil pipeline across 
Saudi Arabia, and relations with 
the United States and the Soviet 
.Llnion. 

On the Gulf war. Mr. Aziz was 
asked whether he saw hopeful sig- 
nals in the latest U.N. Security 
Council resolution calling for 
peace and in Algerian statements 
suggesting Iran might have raod- 
.ified its peace terms. 

“I do not think so.” he said. 
“These things must be said off- 
icially by the Iranians. We cannot 
depend on hints and assessments 
that are nearer to predictions than 
to reality. 

“I cannot say there are real 
signs of a settlement in the near 
future.” 

On Wednesday Iran rejected 
the Security Council appeal and 
pledged to continue fighting until 
the Iraqi government was ove- 
rthrown. 

Mr. Aziz said he did not know 
whether Iran would renew a mfl- 
Haiy offensive begun on Feb. 7 
against the Iraqi Fourth Army 
Corps defending southeastern 
Misan province. 

He said any Iranians who took 
an objective view— “and we have 
reports that their military are nea- 
rer to this assessment” —would 
realise that Iraq could not be def- 
eated on the battlefield and that 
renewed mass attacks would only 
result in more Iranian dead. 

But he said revolutionary leader 
Ayatollah Ruholiab Khomeini 
and other clerical rulers of Iran 
had “linked their fate with the 


continuation of the war.'’ 

They would resort to terror to 
suppress dissent within Iran and 
put up impossible negotiating 
terms to sidestep international. 
■ pressures for a peaceful set- 
tlement, Mr. Aziz said. 

He also said he was not very 
hopeful at the moment of imp- 
roved relations with Syria, an 
Arab backer of Iran which refuses 
to let Iraq use an oD pipeline acr- 
oss its territory to move vital oO 
exports. 

On the proposed pipeline across 
Saudi Arabia to the Red Sea. with 
capacity higher than one million 
barrels daily, Mr. Aziz said initial 
agreement had been reached on 
building it with the Saudis. Tec- 
hnicalities were now being dis- 
cussed, and a final accord was pos- 
sible within weeks. 

He said work on the project, 
which might cost more than $2 bil- 
lion. could start within months and 
be completed in two to three 
years. Several Western firms had 
already responded to tender inq- 
uiries and shown interest in doing 
the work on credit. 

The proposed pipeline was not 
simply a war expedient but a. 
long-term venture to cope with 
possibly increased Iraqi output 
after the current oil glut, which 
could exceed export levels of 3.5 
million barrels dafiy attained bef- 
ore the war. 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq was getting a 
-favourable response to requests 
for credit from governments, 
banks and companies to enable it 
to get through the cash crisis posed 
by the decline in its oil exports and 
the cost of the war. 

Several companies had already 
completed discussions on res- 
cheduling payments. France had 
- shown a positive attitude and pro- 
gress was being made on a major 
credit package. 


Israel 


exchange 

agreement 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli gen- 
eral denied Friday a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO.) 
statement that Israel had agreed 
to exchange 800 Palestinian pri- 
soners of war for eight Israeli sol- 
diers. 

Maj.-Gen. Moshe Nativ. head 
of the manpower branch, told Isr- 
l.ael army radio: "1716 report is inc- 
*orrect. as so much that is said by 
the PLO usually is. No such offer 
was made.” 

Deputy PLO military com- 
•mander Khalil A1 Wazir. pop- 
ularly known as Abu J ihad. said in 
an interview on Austrian Tel- 
evision Thursday that the PLO 
had been offered the release of 
800 Palestinians but was dem- 
anding that 1.000 of them be set 
free. 

Gen. Nativ confirmed that neg- 
otiations were in progress to sec- 
ure the release of Israeli prisoners. 

The Austrian government has 
said that Vienna could be the site 
for a prisoner exchange. 

In Geneva, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross con- 
firmed Friday it would arrange an 
exchange of Israeli and Pal- 
estinian prisoners once the two 
sides agreed on the numbers inv- 
olved. 


Tokyo rejects U.S. 
offer to sell AWACS 

TOKYO (R) — The Japanese 
government Friday turned down a 
suggestion by the U.S. Congress 
that it should buy long-range 
American radar and fighter con- 
trol aircraft in a bid to trim U.S. 
defence spending. The gov- 
ernment said in reply to a question 
'in parliament that it had no int- 
ention of buying the AWACS 
(Airborne Warning And Control 
System), which is based on a Boe- 
ing 707 airframe. Earlier this 
'month the U.S. Congress budget 
office urged the Reagan adm- 
inistration to sell six AWACS to 
Japan- 


King 




BEIRUT i Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has invited Lebanese 
President Amm Gemayel to visit 
Jordan and the latter has accepted 
the invitation, Foreign Minister 
Maroon A1 Qasem. who delivered- 
a message from the King Hussein 
to President Gemayel said here 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Qasem told newsmen after 
meeting President Gemayel that 
the message deals with the results 
of the King’s recent tour to several 
world capitals. Mr. Qasem also 
said Jordan is “doing all that it can 
to assist Lebanon io securing a 
withdrawal of the Israeli forces 
from its territories.” 

Mr. Qasem also discussed with 
his Lebanese counterpart Elie 
Salem and high-ranking Lebanese 
officials the situation in the area 
and the latest developments of the 
situation in Lebanon. 

Pym praises 
Jordan’s role 

LONDON (Petra) — British For- 
eign Secretary Francis Pym has 
praised Jordan's role in the “sen- 
sitive peace-making process” in 
the Middle East. 

Speaking to newsmen following 
his meeting on Thursday wiLh His 
Majesty Kmg Hussein. Mr. Pym 
said be welcomed “this opp- 
ortunity of exchanging views on a 
wide range of topics of joint int- 
erest." 

Mr. Pym said King Hussein's 
visit to London come at a “dec- 
‘ isive and delicate time as far as the 
chances of establishing peace in 
the Middle East are concerned.” 
and King Hussein is “eager to 
seize this available opportunity to- 
give momentum to the peace pro- 
cess." 

Mr. Pym expressed his “ext- 
reme appreciation for the courage 
and decisiveness shown by King 
Hussein in his efforts for Middle 
East peace." He said King Hus- 
sein’s role in the “peace-making 
process will be a difficult one and 
he will need the support of his fri- 
ends.” 


Bonn accuses Moscow 
of election interference 


BONN (R) — Just nine days bef- 
ore West Germany’s general ele- 
ction. Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
centre-right government Friday 
accused die Soviet Union of gross 
interference in the campaign. 

In an unusually angry sta- 
tement, government spokesman 
Juergen Sudhoff told reporters: 
“The government regards with 
concern the massive and hitherto 
unprecedented manner io which 
the Soviet Union is interfering in 
the election campaign and internal 
politics of the Federal Republic of 
Germany." 

He accused Moscow of making 
a blatant attempt to discredit the 
West’s nuclear disarmament pol- 
icy among West Europeans and of 
crude attempts to divide Europe 
from the United States. 

The statement, which officials 
said would not be followed by any 
formal complaint through dip- 
lomatic channels, was widely seen 
as a gambit in what some West 
German commentators have dub- 
bed "the superpower election." 

Moscow has made little secret 
of its preference lor Mr. Kohl's 
Social Democratic iSPD) cha- 
llenger. Hans-Jochen Vogel. It 
sees him as less likely to start dep- 
loying new U.S. medium -range 
nuclear missiles later this year, in 
line with NATO plans, if U.S.- 


I Soviet arms control talks fail. * ■ 
• Soviet leader Yuri Andropov 
gave Mr. Vogel a warm reception 
during a visit to Moscow last 
month and the Soviet media have 
since stepped up attacks on Mr. 1 
Kohl’s conservatives. 

Earlier this week., the Soviet 
press agency Novosti accused the 
Kohl administration of following 
Washington blindly and leading 
West Germany towards “the nuc- 
lear gallows ” 

I Western diplomats said Fri- 
■ day’s Bonn statement appealed to 
be chiefly for domestic con- 
sumption in the run-up to the 
March 6 election. 

They said ft was unlikely to sig- 
, nal a serious deterioration in rel- 
; ations since, as long as the missil e 
1 issue was open, both sides would 
1 need to get along with each other 
| regardless of who won the ele- 
, ction. 

I The United Slates, France and 
Britain had all intervened more 
subtly in the campaign to bolster 
Mr. Kohl, the diplomats said. 

Mr. Sudhoff said his comments 
were in response to an interview in 
the Soviet Communist Party new- 
spaper by Foreign Minister And- 
rei Gromyko and to a broadcast 
on Moscow Radio's German ser- 
vice predicting social unrest if Mr. 
Kohl were re-elected. 




THE EMBASSY OF KUWAIT 

Announces that its premises will be moved to 
its new building located NEAR THE 4YH 
CEECLE/JABAL AMMAN with effect from 
27.2.1983 and that its telephone numbers will 
become as follows:* 

|41235, 41236, 41747, 43889 
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Cddibasi! workers prefer goods to cash 



By Colin McSeveny 
Reuter 

HAVANA — A successful bid for 
the skills of the Cuban repair or 
maintenance worker may depend 
more on what exotic items are off- 
ered in barter than how many 
jX?ws one is prepared to pay. 

Though officially less well off 
than his white-collar compatriots, 
the Cuban manual worker som- 
etimes. appears to lead in the tre- 
ndy fashion stakes, wearing imp- 
orted jeans and smoking Ame- 
rican cigarettes. 

The reason lies in the ine- 
fficiency of Cuba’s state-run ser- 
vice industries and the lack of cho- 
ice in consumer goods available to 
the country's 111 million inh- 
abitants. 

Demands for repairs to cars, 
electrical goods or houses far out- 
strips supply, allowing tradesmen 


to name their own price for wor- 
king in their spare time. 

And their price U invariably 
goods to supplement ihe staple 
rations, or luxury items normally 
unavailable here. 

Most basic goods have been rat- 
ioned by the Communist gov- 
ernment for more than 20 years. 
Though generally fair, it is aus- 
tere. For example, the average 
man is allowed only one or two 
pairs of trousers and shoes a year, 
depending on his job. 

National austerity is such that 
the best of Cuba's world-famous 
tobacco is kept mainly for export 
and everbody over 15 years of age 
is entitled to a monthly ration of 
only four packs of cigarettes. 

These limits on quantity and 
quality of goods have led to a wid- 
espread system of clandestine bar- 
ter which, though illegal, is gen- 
erally ignored by the authorities. 


'‘Of course we know it goes on. 
But provided it doesn't turn into a 
big-time racket we are not too 
worried,” one Cuban official told 
Reuters. 

A paint respray for a car could 
cost the long-waiting customer as 
much as 500 pesos f$600) but it is 
a different story if three or four 
pairs of American jeans and a few 
T-shirts can be offered. 

One Cuban woman said she had 
the equivalent of a small apa- 
rtment painted in exchange for a 
good-quality fan which cost aro- 
und $QQ in the United States. 

Many skilled workers cultivate 
contacts with foreign residents as 
they know they have access to spe- 
cial diplomatic stores which sell 
everything from coffee to ref- 
rigerators at only slightly above 
U.S. prices. 

Cuban seamen and locals with 
generous relatives in the United 


Camorra, Red Brigade links worry Italy 


States are also a source of Ame- 
rican goods which, despite or per- 
haps because of a 20-year trade 
embargo, retain a great attraction 
for the average Cuban. 

In the past few years the gov- 
ernment has tried to counter the 
trend by improving its service ind- 
ustries though they are not given 
priority in a still developing cou- 
ntry geared to economic survival. 

But these shops, though quite 
popular with the Cubans, sell 
goods that are expensive by any 
standard. 

A small tin of Span ish-style sau- 
sage costs around 25 pesos (S30). 
while a pair of locally-made blue 
jeans can cost up to 130 pesos 
(SI 50) — more than the monthly 
wage of many lower-paid workers. 

“With prices like those it stands 
to reason that we prefer goods to 
cash whenever possible,” said one 
motor mechanic. 


By Stuart Harris 

Reuter 

NAPLES, Italy — A top gangster 
who sipped champagne in prison 
helped Italy's security services to 
free a politician held by Red Bri- 
gades urban guerrillas in 1981. 
according to a Naples magistrate. 

The story is told in a 600-page 
indictment of 151 alleged Camorra 
(Naples mafia) gangsters which 
will form the prosecution case at a 
mass trial later this year. 

The document was pieced tog- 
ether over 14 months by inv- 
estigating magistrate Gennaro 
Costagliola. and is mostly con- 
cerned with murder and mayhem 
in a war between rival Camorra 
clans for control of the Naples 
area underworld. 

But there are also 1 0 pages cov- 
ering the Camorra's role in the 
release of Christian Democratic 
politician Ciro Cirillo from the 


Red Brigades. 

The case has been described by 
the Italian media as a state sur- 
render to Camorra gangsters and 
the Red Brigades. 

The murky affair started in sta- 
ndard Red Brigades style when 
they snatched Mr. Cirillo outside 
his home near Naples, killing one 
bodyguard and badly injuring. 
another. 

Mr. Cirillo was head of regional 
town planning in charge of rec- 
onstruction after the devastating 
1980 earthquake, and he was rel- 
eased unharmed after a und- 
isclosed ransom had been paid to 
his kidnappers. 

A year later the Communist 
Party daily L’Unita said it had a 
document proving a government 
minister visited Camorra boss 
Raffaele Cutoio in Ascoli Piccno 
top security prison to ask for his 
help in freeing Mr. Cirillo. 

The document turned out to be ■ 


a fake, but it prompted inv- 
estigations to see if the story had 
any foundation. 

The case took a grisly turn when 
a neo-fascist criminologist friend 
of “Don Raffaele”, who was tho- 
ught to be involved in the affair, 
was found beheaded in Cutoio' s 
Neapolitan “domain”. 

■ The case died down, but with 
the magistrate's indictment it is 
threatening to erupt again like 
nearby Mount Vesuvius. 

The indictment says Cutoio was 
visited in prison by two agents of 
the Internal Security Services 
known as Sismi, two Camorra 
gangsters and Giuliano Granata. 
Christian Democrat mayor of a 
town near Naples. 

The top-level rendezvous took 
place with the approval of the nat- 
ioual authorities, prison director 
Cosimo Giordano said. 

According to his testimony in 
the indictment, "the ministry not 


only authorised such -visits; but 
also ordered that bo note of those 
present would be made in the reg- 
isters.” - _ . 6 

. Mr.. Granata says Christian 
Democrat politicians thmpted 
C'utolo with the possibility thauhe 
police might ease up on organised 
crime. 

But this was not eabugh-jor 
“Don Raffaele” and Mr, Granata 
spoke of possibly reducing Cut- 
olo’s prison sentences, totalling 24 
years so far, the indictment says. 

Cutoio sent word to Red Bri- 
gades convicts in three prisons 
that “The Christian Democrats 
arc prepared to negotiate on all 
levels through the intermediary of 
Cutoio” according to a jailed gue- 
rrilla who acted as a messenger. 

' The kidnap victim was eve- 
ntually freed by the Red Brigades 
for a ransom of 1.4 billion lire ($] 
million) donated by buildere in the 
1980 earthquake area. _ 
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mM ^ RESTAURANT 'M- 
KOREAN 


ii&'f /JAPANESE : 


CHINESE 
EUROPEAN ' 
FOOD 


Tel. 665,161 62f 63 
Ext. 93 




oh^uffet 


Special Buffet 
On Friday 

*£$ Res. 

V 663100 


G/ 


ttoret Jerusc/em 
/nternctionof Afe/ic 

* Luncheon Buffet 

Every FRIDAY & SUNDAY 

Tel. 665121/8 
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'Dc&co- 


Delicious Dinner 
Terrific Show 
‘.nd All Night Long 
Dancing 
Res. 313800 


Feb. 26 th 

Com® for a taste of seafood 

SHELLFISH 

ot Crown rorisserie. ™ 
j One of the Fr>est rastcaronl'i 


Ammans most frcpCT irnn-Hhnf^l 

HOrEi^CHHtf INTERCONTINENTAL 


This Is your mtfiiatna. 
to 

&arr fcoc kMntd 
Coffee Shop' • 

Daily luncheon & dinner bufofcfv 
Special Thursday dinner buffet 
Special Friday . — -v. 
luncheon buffet. 


.Lacin' Tvock Sfatcl 



TRANSPORTATION 


^CLEARANCE '-.; • '■ 

"SHIPPING - TRAVEL &' TOURISM 
K-AIR FREIGHT -PACKING 


Travel & Tourism 


. GENERAL SALES 'AGENTS- FOR. 
| S AS' SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES, 
THAI AIRWAYS 

Tel. 371 95, 22324-5-6-7-8-9 
Tlx. 21212, 21520, 21634 
P.O. Box: 7806, AMMAN 



WASSIM 

RENT-A-CAR 


mm 


short 
& tong 
term 


Tel. 44579 - 4351 5 

Cameo Hotel 


ft 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

WORLDWIDE 

Specialistsinlocal & international 
removals 

shipping & forwarding (air, land, sea) 
• storage 'packing 'crating 
'clearing ‘door-to-door service 

CROWN INTERNATIONAL EST. 
Amman • Jabal Hussein - Fir as Circle 
Tel. 664090 Tlx. 22205 BESMCO JO 

Aqaba Tel. 5778 



call: Jordan Press Foundation 
Tel. 667171 


MISCELLANEOUS 


THE 

INTERCONTINENTAL 

HOTEL 

CONTACT LENS 
CENTER 

EYES EXAMINED 

CONTACT LENSES 

Seven days a week 

Amman, Tel. 42043. 


ABSOLUTELY 


The Best 
Optician 
in Town 
Optikos 


Intercontinental Hotel 

Moderate Prices 
Same Day Delivery 

Tel. 42043 



AQABA 


fiSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESE? 



Scandinavian * 

snow room 

.living rooms 
.dining rooms 
.oearoom secs 
.won umes 
.liahcmg Fixtures 
.bTuDo For children 

modern denisn design 
Feather uonasterg 
tox-Free if apotccae 

teieeG890 

Civil aeFence Street The youthful styfewithaheye to the 


RESTAURANTS 


MANDARIN CHINESE RESTAURANT 
AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and take away 
For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish , 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2 \ i 

Amman Mly a J ond *°™ d - AQABA 
Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 Tel - 4633 P: °- Box 598 

Wadi Saqra Road „ R °* d . 

Near Holiday Inn Hotel Near the lMa,n C,rcle 


OMERO 


The Italian Restaurant 

12:30 — 3:30 
6:30 — midnight 

Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle 

* tel: 44227 

Closed on Mondays 


Stop Tfere 0nce ... 

& You *H Come e/fgain 

Abu Nawwas Bar 


Happy Hour i 
From 7 10 8 P.m 
Drinks halt price 


Hala Inn Hotel. Jabal Amman 
Near Khaitdi HuNpilal 

Tel. 43106 , 43856 


^ Restaurant j 

*9 TA IWAN i 

TOURISMO 

/ 

Opp. Akilph Maternity Hos- 
pital, 9rd Circle. Jabal 
Amman,' Tel. 41 093. 

Try our special "FLAMING 
POT" fondue or Peking Duck 
on your next visit. Take-Away 
orders welcome. 

Welcome & Thank you. 




New ?? New 7? . * * 

Oriental Restaurant 
Korean- Japanese- Ch inese 
Best food 
you ever taste / 

Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 



THE AQABA AQUAMARINA 
HOTEL-CLUB 

OFFERS VOU OS THE BEACH FL< WR 
A SPECIAL OFFER 

SINGLE R0GM: JO 7.500 
REGULAR PRICE: JD 14.280 
DOUBLE ROOM: JD 9.000 
REGULAR PRICE: JD 17.640 
ALL ROOMS WITH T.V.. MINI BAR 
& VIDEO (TILL 2 A.M.) 

THE ONLY PLACE WHERE YOU CAN 
ENJOY ALL WATER SPORTS 
ACTIVITIES. 

FOR MORE INFORMATIONS AND’ 
RESERVATIONS PLEASE DO CALL 
US: TEL. 4333/4/3/6 TLX: 62249 
AQUAMA 40- 


OPTIKOS.. SHAM! 

OPTOMETRISTS 

Aqaba. Tel. 4446 


Mi. jAui 

ca*ujiaSjjl 
It 13 Ci 4 j4iJ1 



RESTAURANT CHINA 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
.near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m* 

6:30 p.m. - Midnight 

Tel. 38968 
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minister returns 
from Tunis pan- Arab talks 


-«j Vi 

, a*. 

■ *vs 


TUNIS (Petra) — The Arab Eco- 
'.ponuc aad Social Council, which 
; .concluded its 34th sessk>n here 
■jThursday, discussed joint Arab 
p^ectsandtheroleofspccialised 
organisations in proposing and 
iq^xlemenung these projects wit> 
. bin the strategy of joint Arab eco- 
. momic action. Industry and Trade 
• Minister and Chairman of the Jor- 
danian delegation to the session 
. Waljd Asfbur said. 

. .. Mr. Asfour said the council dec- 
ided to adopt this method of pla- 
. idling for joint projects in the field 
of food production, and to apply 
(( this method as a general basis for 
tedding and overcoming the food 


shortage problem in the Arab 
World. 


Mr. Asfour said that, in this con- 
text, the council recommended 
planning for integrated joint Arab 
projects within a comprehensive 
pan- Arab framework to achieve 
full economic integration, par' 
ticuJarly in the food sector. It also 
recommended the formation of an 
Arab League working party to 
study the potential investment 
opportunities and to prepare fea- 
sibility studies foT these joint eco- 
nomic projects. 

The council also called for the 
promotion of Arab investments in 


joint Arab projects related to the 
objective of attaining food self- 
sufficiency. It also called on the 
Arab states to expedite the rat- 
ification of the agreement to inv- 
est Arab funds around the region 
and the agreement on the dev- 
elopment of trade among the 
Arab countries. Mr. As four said. 

■ The Jordanian delegation to the 
session included Jordanian Amb- 
assador to Tunisia Nabih AJ Nimr. 
Industry and Trade Ministry 
Under-Secretary Tawfiq A1 Bat- 
-arseh, and Director of economic 
cooperation and the development 
of exports at the ministry Ghazi 
Diyab. 



Queen receives 
U.S. mayors 
in Aqaba 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen 
Noor received in Aqaba Thursday the del- 
egation of American mayors currently vis- 
iting Jordan. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor meets tbe delegation of American mayors, currently visiting Jordan. In 
Aqaba (Petra photo) 


Hassan 

receives 

(pabonese 

Official 


AMMAN (Petra).— His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, received Wednesday 
Mtiwaya Biyushtah, the official in 
charge of external relations and 
Islamic affairs in Gabon, who del- 
ivered a letter from Gabonese 
President Omar Bongo. 

The letter , deals with coo- 
peration arnohg Islamic and Afr- 
ican states as well as the int- 
ernational cultnra] centre which 
the . Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) decided to set 
up in Libreville, capital of Gabon. 
The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
and Chief of the Royal Court 
Ahmad A1 Lawzi. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Reg- 
ent, (far right) Wednesday held talks with the Gab- 


onese official in charge of external relations and 
Islamic affairs Muwaya Biyusittah (Petra photo) 


University delegation visits supply corps 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation 
•from the University of Jordan rep- 
resenting professors and students 
studying military science visited 
Qie'Royal Supply and Transport 


Corps Wednesday. ining given by the Armed Forces. 

The professors and students The delegation toured the ins- 
were briefed on the tasks and dut- tallations of the coTps and saw 
ies of the corps, in particular the field exercises carried out by^fcL 
vocational and adMuikrati ve fra- 'members."'' . ? 



-■ •saw- 1 -■■ ■ ' 


University of Jordan professors and students studying military science visit the Royal Supply and 
Transport Corps Wednesday (Petra photo) 



JORDAN REAL ESTATE ESTABLISHMENT 
COMPANY LIMITED (JREC) 
AMMAN JORDAN 


Has the pleasure to invite those who have applied 
for or who are interested in renting space' in the 

comprehensive Commercial Centre 

jabal Amman to attend a meeting that 

will be held at the 

Pension Fund Conference Hall 

situated on the 1 4th f loo r of the Al . 
Waha Department Stores Bui- 
. Iding, 7th Circle, Jabal Amman at 



4 p.m. Thursday the 
of March 1983 
to discuss the 
leasing policy 
i of its facilities. 

_ 'Hoping that all 
interested will be 
present at this meeting. 

^tease contactSPENSION F UND OFFICES Tel. 816181/5 


Norway 

foreign 


minister 


arrives 


AMMAN (Petra) — Norwegian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Svenn 
Stray will arrive in Amman Sat- 
urday for a three-day visit to Jor- 
dan. 

During his trip he will have talks 
with high-ranking officials on 
ways of strengthening relations 
between Jordan and Norway and 
the latest political developments 
in the Middle East. 


‘Jerusalem 
Koran’ now 
complete 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Ministry has 
completed the printing of 5,000 
copies of the Koran. 

Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Min- 
ister Kamel Al Sharif has said the 
reason for this new drive is to 
promote the Islamic faith in hel- 
ping to attain the goals which soc- 
iety is striving to achieve. 

Tbe new edition will be called 
■'the Jerusalem Koran" and was 
issued at the instructions of His 
Majesty King Hussein to assert 
Jordan's religion, its heritage, and 
to show its commitment to lib- 
erating Jerusalem. Sharif said. 


Tal calls for close links 
between ministry 
and universities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Education Said Al Tal has said 
that there are several problems 
facing the educational process at 
present, and these problems can- 
not be solved except by con- 
tinually reviewing our ideas about 
education. As part of this review 
of philosophy we at the Education 
Ministry have decided to build 
strong links with the universities in 
Jordan, he said. 

Dr. Tal, who was speaking at a 
meeting of the planning and coo- 
rdination committee which he 


presided over Thursday, said the 
“persistent steps taken by the min- 
istry in the area of administrative 
decentralisation have made the 
planning and coordination com- 
mittee a centre for innovation 
capable of effecting development 
and change across the board of the 
ministry's activities. 

Dr. Tal said the Education Min- 
istry and the universities should 
intensify their cooperation bec- 
ause the universities can play a 
vital and leading role in the dev- 
elopment of education in Jordan. 


Chamber helps 
boost culture 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman 
Chamber of Commerce has dec- 
ided fo make an annual con- 
tribution to assist the Royal Ins- 
titute for Culture and Education. 

The aim of the institute is to 
study the needs of the Jordanian 
community for trained manpower 
in the area of education and cul- 
ture To meet Jordan’s dev- 
elopment needs. The institute also 
aims to advise students thinking of 
pursuing higher education to cre- 
ate the necessary trained technical 
and scientific personanneL 

The institute also wants to pro- 
vide youngsters from remote areas 
with more educational opp- 
ortunities, and to give interest- 
free loans and scholarships to Jor- 
danian students studying at Jor- 
ib and foreign uni- 



Alia 

to increase 

Rome 

flights 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Civil Avi- 
ation Authority (CAA) del- 
egation left Amman for Rome 
Thursday for talks with Italian 
aviation authorities to sign an agr- 
eement to increase the number of 
Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline 
flights between Amman and 
Rome. 

The delegation includes Alia 
President and Chairman Ali Gha- 
ndour. several Alia officials and 
the director of air transport at the 
CAA. The step follows a large inc- 
rease in the volume of air tra- 
nsport movement between Jordan 
and Italy. 


ind energy to pump 
water in desert areas 


AMMAN (Petra) — The mec- 
hanical engineering department at 
the Royal Scientific Society ( RSS) 
lias developed a process to use 
wind energy to pump water from 
ground wells. 

The department undertook this 
project in cooperation with tbe 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) and the Water Supply 
Corporation (WSC). It also inc- 
ludes information on the existing 
and non-utUised ground wells in 
Jordan. The study is concentrated 
in particularon the ground wells in 
the desert area wit the aim of exp- 
loiting them in the near future. 

According to the study, water 
could be pumped from these wells 
by using air fans connected to the 


Potato imports banned for March 


water pumps. In the case of deeper 
wells, air fans operating at high 
speed could generate electricity, 
.which in turn could operate the 
pumps. 

An experimental pumping sta- 
tion was installed at the Jurf Al 
Darwish well as a prototype. 

The study also includes inf- 
ormation on the speed of the wind 
in the area of the wells as this det- 
ermines the type and size of the 
fan and appropriate capacity of 
equipment such as batteries and 
water tanks. 

The aim of the study is to pro- 
vide water resources in the desert 
areas so as to encourage the rea- 
ring of livestock, to provide dri- 
nking water and to encourage the 
cultivation of trees. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministiy of Agriculture has issued its 
plan for fruits and vegetables trade during next March. The plan 
does not specify the kmds of produce which may be traded, but it 
does ban the -importation of potatoes during the coming month in 
line with the ministry's policy of encouraging local producers to 
grow sufficient quantities of the vegetable to satisfy local con- 
sumer demand. 


New service fares are fixed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Transport Ali Sheimal has fixed 
the rates for service taxis working on the NazzaJ-Refco route at 
seventy fils per person. Service fares on the Nazzal-Fardos-Iman 
Nursery run have been established at the same amount. 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Each consisting of two bedrooms, one salon, dining room, 
and a sitting room, all with central heating. 


Tel: 814661 between 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. - Mr. Malki. 


FOR RENT 


A deluxe furnished flat in Jabal Luweibdeh. One bedroom, 
dining and living room. Centrally heated. 


For farther information call: Tel. 25832 


Queen Noor expressed hope 
that the visit would lead to farther 
cooperation between Jordanian 
and American cities with the aim 
of building bridges of und- 
erstanding in the social political, 
cultural and development con- 
texts. 

Queen Noor then answered 
questions from the members of 


the delegation on many topics rel- 
ated to social and educational 
development programmes in Jor- 
dan. The members of the del- 
egation promised to convey their 
impressions of Jordan to the res- 
idents of their cities and work to 
strengthen the ties of friendship 
and cooperation between the two 
countries. 


American mayors praise 
Jordan’s peace efforts 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ame- 
rican mayors, currently visiting 
Jordan have praised the important 
role Jordan is playing in boosting 
the peace efforts in the area. 

At a press conference held Fri- 
day evening, the American may- 
ors said that their visit had given 
them the opportunity to meet His 
Majesty King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, and a number 
of officials. This had ensured that 
they receive a first hand exp- 
lanation of the latest dev- 


elopments in the area, and Jor- 
dan’s efforts to serve the peace 
efforts, they said. 

The members of the delegation 
also praised Jordan’s progress in 
the economic and educational fie- 
lds. They said their visits to a 
number of educational institutions 
and development projects had 
given them the opportunity to see 
the progress being achieved by- 
Jordan in the various scientific fie- 
lds. (A detailed interview with one 
of the mayors will appear in tom- 
orrow's paper). 


ABA permanent bureau 
meeting starts Saturday 


AMMAN (Petra) — The opening 
ceremony of the eighth annual 
meeting of the permanent bureau 
of the Arab Bar Association 
(ABA) will be held under the aus- 
pices of Justice Minister Ahmad 
Al Tarawneh at the Professional 
Associations Complex here Sat- 
urday. 

During its three-days of mee- 
tings, which will be held at Reg- 
ency Palace, the permanent bur- 
eau will discuss the right of res- 
idence and employment, and 
trade union rights in the Arab 
World which will form the basis of 
two specialised seminars to be sta- 
ged in the future. 


The permanent bureau will also 
discuss the current Arab political 
situation and the ABA’s position 
in relation to them. It will discuss 
the report of the ABA secretary - 
general on the ABA's activities 
during 1MX2. 

The bureau will then elect a new 
secretary-general and approve the 
ABA’s final accounts for l 4 ».N2 
and its 1983 budget. 

Delegations from Algeria. 
Egypt, Lebanon. North and South 
Yemen. Kuwait Tunisia, the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates. Iraq. Libya. 
Morocco, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and Syria will par- 
ticipate in the meetings. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwaiti emir returns Hassan’s cable 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent Thursday sent a cable to the Emir of Kuwait. Sheikh 
Jabcr Al Ahmad Al Sabah, congratulating him. on behalf of the 
Jordanian people and government on Kuwait's national day. 
Prince Hassan wished Kuwait success for the future especially in 
its efforts to serve the just causes of the Arab Nation. 


Qatar telegrams their thanks 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, has received a telegram from the Emir of Oatar, 
Sheikh Khalifah Ibn Hamad Al Than i, thanking Prince Hassan for 
his congratulations on the 11 th anniversary of his assuming office. 
Sheikh Khalifah wished Prince Hassan health and happiness am) 
the Jordanian people progress and prosperity. 


Hungary to buy Jordanian napkins 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Hungarian government has expressed 
its desire to import napkins manufactured in Jordan, a mem- 
orandum sent by the Hungarian charge d'affaires in Amman to 
the Amman Chamber of Commerce said. The chamber in turn 
notified napkin manufacturers in Jordan putting them in touch 
with the Hungarian embassy in Amman to discuss the export 
details. 



Twenty-two participants graduate from a management course run by the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation Wednesday (Petra photo) 


Cooperative organisation trainees graduate 


AMMAN (Petra) — A new class 
of employees graduated Wed- 
nesday from a course run by the 
Jordan Cooperative Organisation 
(JCO). 


Speaking at the graduation cer- 
emony. JCO Dtrector-General 


Hassan Al Nabulsi stressed the- 
significance of training in helping 
managers to run cooperative soc- 
ieties. He called on the graduates 
to apply what they had learned 
during the course and to develop 
and advance the cooperative 
movement in Jordan. 


■Hie course programme, at 
which 22 people from the various 
cooperative departments and off- 
ices in the country participated, 
included lectures on the aspects of 
cooperative work, as well as field 
visits _to several cooperative soc- 
ieties and service centres. 
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WHEN U.S. President Ronald Reagan earlier 
this week offered to guarantee Israel’s border 
With Lebanon once Israeli troops withdrew 
From Lebanese soil, the Begin government dec- 
lined the offer, although it seemed considerate 
chough of the Reagan administration’s feelings 
this time by asking the foreign minister. Yit- 
thak Shamir, to phrase the reply in a dip- 
lomatic manner. 

. A day or two later, when the l.S. president 
advocated an Arab- Israeli resolution of the 
fralestinian issue as “the greatest security for 
Israel’*, and told a gathering of American jou- 
rnalists that this would require “providing 
Something in the nature of a homeland” for the 
Palestinians, the Israelis seemed to have lost 
patience and reverted to their old ways in dea- 
ling with their friends in Washington. Moshe 
Arens, the new Israeli defence minister. lost no 
time in asserting his predecessor's < Gen. Sha- 
ron) position that a Palestinian homeland and 
state exists in Jordan. 

The American offer on Lebanon and Pre- 
sident Reagan's reference to a Palestinian 
homeland may represent a new pattern in 
American thinking or a shift in emphasis nr 


9 
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both. But is there anything new for the Arabs ? 

Has not the United States always guaranteed 
Israel's security, and much more? Of course, 
the Begin government would say “no" to the 
Reagan offer on the border with Lebanon, for 
stationing multi-national troops there would 
prevent Israel itself from threatening and bla- 
ckmailing I* banco, and even Syria, when 
Begin and company deemed it necessary. 

As for the Palestinian homeland, let us bor- 
row the words of the president himself when he 
expressed his “strong personal conviction” 
that Israel needed to match its peace treaty 
with Egy pt with similar agreements on its eas- 
tern frontiers, and said: “What is the stake for 
Israel? The stake is security. Can they ithe 
Israelis! go on forever living as an armed 
camp? Their economy's suffering. They have 
130 per cent inflation rate. And they're having 
to maintain a military presence, and that's out 
of all proportion to their size as a nation...” 

Let's now ask ourselves: What is new in all of 
this For the Arabs? Instead of saying more and 
more words, cannot the Americans do som- 
ething? Shout for help from Japan, perhaps? 


JORDAN’ S ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Reagan stands up to Israeli blackmail 


Only two days after U.S. President Reagan’s call to 
Israel to withdraw its forces from Lebanon in return 
for American guarantees of Israel's security, he has 
been forced to reiterate his call because the ens- 
uing Israeli rebuttal. 

Reagan's recent statements dc clarify a number 
of points of American policy: I . Time is vital ele- 
ment in the Mideast and the peace process can nut 
wait long indefinitely. 2. Priority is being given to 
an Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, and not the 
Israeli objective of a normalisation of relations 
prior to a pullback. 3. An Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon should precede action to solve the Pal- 
estinian problem. 4. Israer s security can only be 
guaranteed by establishing a just and durable peace 


in the region. 5. Reference to the maladies of the 
Israeli economy indicate an indirect warning that 
American aid to Israel might be cut. 6. Rejection of 
Isold's intentions to tum the West Bank and Gaza 
Palestinians into a foreign minority, and a clear 
reference to the need for a Palestinian homeland. 

President Reagan's recent statements are a pos- 
itive attempt to restore American credibility, and a 
clear gesture made to indicate that the U.S. will not 
submit to Israeli blackmail. However, it is still not 
clear whether the American move will prove eff- 
ective. for it is obvious that the Israelis will attempt 
to test the seriousness of the American position in 
the cominii few weeks. 


Al Diistour: 


Reagan’s words 


no substitute for actions 


U.S. President Reagan's recent statements arc rea- 
lly quite astonishing. He wonders whether Israel 
can continue living with a "citadel" mentality in the 
face of changing facts. His reference to the eco- 
nomic conditions prevailing in Israel, and its high 
rate of inflation-- 1 3H per oent—make us wonder if 
the U.S.. which pays most of the bills which per- 
petuate Israel’s" citadel'', has nothing new to con- 
tribute to the region except for idle remarks. 

Nonetheless, the official Israeli response to Pre- 
sident Reagan's statements are much more sur- 
prising. The Israeli leaders do not simply allow such 
remarks to pass unnoticed in return for continued 
U.S. material support. Instead they arrogantly say 
that U.S. pledges to guarantee the security of Isr- 


ael’s northern borders can not be taken seriously, as 
they are guarantees that need in tum to be gua- 
ranteed. As for Reagan's reference to the need for a 
Palestinian homeland, the Israeli leaders made it 
clear that they have interpreted the Camp David 
accords according to their own interests. 

Israel would have certainly behaved in a different 
way if the LLS. preacher had substituted his verbal 
criticism of Israel for pralical steps that materially 
weaken both the Israeli citadel's physical being as 
well as the philosophy that it is based upoo. It is a 
U.S. international responsibility to deal with the 
Israeli monster it has itself created more effectively 
than through a mere preacher' s words. 


p After the PNC-session in Algiers 


Room 


By Alan Philps 

Reuter 

ALGIERS — Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) chief 
Yasser Arafat has won room for 
manoeuvre to explore peaceful 
solutions to the Middle East con- 
flict without splitting his mov- 
ement. But after a nine-day ses- 
sion of PLO pari lament- in-vxilc. 
PLO hardliners will be watching 
closely to see he stays within the 
bounds they believe they have set 
on his diplomatic course. 

A compromise was adopted last 
Tuesday by the .W-strong Pal- 
estine National Council I PNC) on 
what PLO strategy should be fol- 
lowing the Palestinian com- 
mandos' evacuation from Israeli- 
besieged Beirut last summer.Thc 
compromise was hailed as a vic- 
tory by both supporters of Mr. 
Arafat's pragmatic course and his 
.militant critics. 

Aides of Mr. Arafat, who was 
; unanimously rc-cicctcd chairman 

■ by the new 1 4- member PLO cxc- 
! cutivc committee, said he had all- 
’ayed fears of a split in the PLO 

between Syrian-backed radicals 
and his mainstream Fatah mov- 

■ ement. 

The aides said the final res- 
olutions had not blocked any ave- 
nues for Middle East peace that 
the PLO leadership might wish to 
pursue. Radicals, however, said 
that Mr. Arafat's success in uni- 



oeuvre 


ting the organisation reflected his 
personal prestige -- unrivalled 
among Palestinian leaders- -rather 
than any clear endorsement of his 
policies. 

They stressed that the PNC had 
reaffirmed the Palestinian goal of 
an independent state under PLO 
leadership and its refusal to rec- 
ognise a Jewish state in Palestine. 
At the centre of the often heated 
debates among the PLO leaders 
were two Middle East peace plans 
put forward after the FLO's dep- 
arture from Beirut and dispersal in 
eight Arab countries. 

Brushed aside 

The PNC brushed aside Pre- 
sident Reagan's call fo. Pal- 
estinian self-rule in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
strip in association with Jordan. 
Interpreting the wording of the 
declaration. Mr. Arafat's sup- 
porters said it stopped short of 
rejecting the plan and left the door 
open to a possible reshaping of the 
U.S. proposals. 

The hardliners saw it as a firm 
rebuff of what they regard as U.S. 
attempts to mould the Middle 
East according to America's str- 
ategic interests. In a decision seen 
as possibly the most significant of 
the conference, the PNC endorsed 
a rival Arab League peace plan as 
a minimum platform for a Middle 
East settlement. The plan, ado- 


pted at an Arab summit in the 
Moroccan city of Fez. envisages an 
independent Palestinian state. It 
has also been widely interpreted 
as giving Israel a measure of sec- 
urity within its pre-1 961 
borders — an implied concession 
that hardliners attacked. 

In difference to the hardliners, 
the PNC linked its approval with 
an affirmation of the need for 
armed struggle and a statement 
that the plan did not contradict 
PLO decisions not to recognise 
. Israel. 

Israel has rejected both the 
Reagan and Fez plans. The PNC 
condemned terrorism — a move 
apparently designed to help imp- 
rove ties between the PLO and 
Western European states. The 
decision was passed apparently 
without comment. 

Mr. Arafat’s aides believe he 
has secured a cautious go-ahead to. 
continue his contacts with Jordan 
on a possible confederation bet- 
ween Jordan and a future Pal- 
estinian state. 

The text of the PNC decision, 
while affirming the special rel- 
ationship between Jordan and the 
Palestinians, says that any link 
must be on the basis of two ind- 
ependent staiev 

On the issue of patching up ties 
with Damascus, where Mr. Ara- 
fat's critics are based, the PNC 
declared Syria the strategic ally of 
the PLO. 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schurmann 


An appeal to the dormant volcano 


In the February issue of the 
Reader's DigesL I saw a kind of 
article I bad never seen before. 
It was a joint piece written by 
former presidents Gerald Ford 
and Jimmy Carter calling for 
recognition of the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

The Reader’s Digest has the 
largest circulation of any Ame- 
rican magazine. It can be found 
in every market, airport, public 
place. I usually read it when I 
ara waiting for my shopping 
cart to go through the cashier. 
Even though the content of the 
Digest is too conservative for 
my own taste, 1 feel like an ord- 
inary citizen when reading it. 
Again, it is read by ordinary 
people, black, white, and of 
inbetween colours. Many of 
them probably do not read the 
Digest's political articles, bec- 
ause they rarely read the pol- 
itical articles in newspapers. 
But they re3d the Digest's adv- 
ice on health and marriage 
problems. 

It is barely read by those who 
consider themselves int- 
ellectual. and if so laughed at. 
As in many developing cou- 
ntries. there is a big and gro- 


wing gap between intellectuals 
and ordinary citizens in the 
U.S.. a country where in other 
matters, like wealth, there can 
■be a great deal of ega- 
litarianism. 

It is significant that the two 
former presidents decided to 
make their plea to ordinary cit- 
izens rather than to the int- 
ellectuals. And it is likewise 
significant that they did so in a 
magazine considered con- 
servative and even right-wing 
in political inclination. 

By and large intellectuals in 
the U.S. tilt towards the left. 
And while there are leftists 
who shrilly espouse the cause 
of Palestinians, by and large 
they are on the politically ins- 
ignificant fringes. American 
intellectuals may not sym- 
pathise with Israel as much as 
they used to. but few show any 
strong interest in the cause of 
the Palestinians or Arabs. They 
may cry out in anger against 
murderous fascist regimes in 
Central America, racism in 
South Africa, and. as a few 
decades ago. reactionary reg- 
imes in China and Vietnam, 
but on the Islamic world they 


are silent. In fact, since the rise 
of OPEC, many American int- 
ellectuals hold the Arabs guilty 
of inflicting great economic 
harm on the U.S. 

If the two presidents had 
addressed their message to 
American intellectuals the eff- 
ort would have been wasted. 
On the other haad, by pub- 
lishing in the Digest, they will 
be read by many Americans of 
what we call . Fundamentalist 
beliefs. Fundamentalism is a 
word that describes those sects 
of Protestant Christianity 
which interpret the Bible lit- 
erally. They are strong in the 
U.S. and in recent years have 
been becoming even stronger. 

What has been noteworthy 
about many Fundamentalist 
leaders in recent years is that 
they have taken strong pro- 
Israel positions. More and 
more their political position is 
identical with that of the 
Begin-Sharon regime. They 
frequently visit Israel, and one 
of their prominent leaders. 
Jerry Falwell, has a warm fri- 
endship with Menachem 
Begin. 

This Fundamentalist link to 


Israel is based on their con- 
viction that we arc dose to the 
end of the world. We stand on 
the brink of a global nuclear 
conflict which will destroy the 
world whereupon Jesus will 
return as the King of Israel and 
the Saviour of the Faithful. 

Of course, it is not just the 
Bible which has led to this 
Christian-Isracli link. Ii is also 
Israef s emergence as the chief 
aider and abettor of rea- 
ctionary and fascist regimes 
throughout the world. Israel 
supports the murderous regime 
in Guatemala, was a close ally 
of the late Nicaraguan tyrant 
Somoza, and now is helping the 
increasingly repressive gov- 
ernment of Honduras. The 
reactionary politics of both 
have made allies of Fun- 
damentalists and Israelis. 

In English and possibly even 
in Arabic as well, there is a say- 
ing: an enemy of my enemy is 
my friend. Here in the U.S. we 
now have the odd spectacle 
that left and right, for different 
reasons, are increasingly in 
opposition to the Reagan adm- 
inistration. and on no issue 
more so than over the Middle 


East. The left wants the U.S. to 
get out and stay out. but def- 
ends continuing aid to Israel. 
The right wants to make Israel 
our top Mideasiern ally- ? y~ ■- 

it was Nixon who started fo 
shift the U.S. away from brad* 
and that process was! con- 
tinued, if weakly, by Forid and 
Carter. Now a decisive turning 
point has come. If jbe U.S; 
cannot force Israel forget out of 
Lebanon and begin to give up 
its grip on the West Ba&'thcn 
the" U.S. will have been "proven 
impotent. And left andngbiin 
the U.S. will smile with sar- 
donic satisfaction. 

A mild article written m a 
mildly written magazine may 
be a weak weapon. Yet neither 
left nor right here bn in other 
countries should forget that the 
American people are still a 
dormant volcano. Their anger 
over the Vietnam War forced 
our leaders to change course, ft 
could happen again. This time, 
though, two presidents, want to 
use this force from below to 
move Washington towards pol- 
icies that begin to meet the gri- 
evances of four million Pal- 
estinians. 
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The man who embodies 
the Kampuchean trauma 


rv 


By Bernard Melunsky 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI — The complex 
political position and personality 
of Prince Norodom Sihanouk will 
haunt the conference hails at the 
Non-aligned summit here next 
month. His claim to represent 
Kampuchea, where Vietnamese 
troops ousted the Chinese- 
backed Khmer Rouge gov- 
ernment in January 197b, will be 
one of two major Asian issuescon- 
fronting leaders of the 97-member 
movement when they meet from 
March 7 to 11. 

The other is the continued pre- 
sence in Afghanistan of Soviet 
troops, who intervened there in 
December 1 979 and show no signs 
of leaving despite international 
condemnation. Both Afghanistan 
and Kampuchea remain festering 
sores of discontent in Asia. The 
summit is likely to serve as a new 
test of Third World leaders' att- 
itudes towards the Soviet int- 
ervention in Afghanistan, opp- 
osed by many outside the Soviet 
Woe. 

But Kampuchea is likely to stir 
greater passions among Asian 
delegates, with supporters of Pri- 
nce Sihanouk’s claim striving to 
raise a fuss over representation 
and to isolate Soviet-backed Vie- 
tnam and its allies. 

India, the host and chairman- 
elect. is committed to a decision 
taken at the last Non-aligned 
summit in Havana in 1979 to keep 
the Kampuchean seat vacant. 
India is the only non-Coramunist 
Asian country to recognise the 
Vietnamese-backed government 
of President Heng Samrin which 
holds power in Phnom Penh. 

But it has not issued summit inv- 
itations to Kampuchea — either to 
the Phnom Penh administration or 
to the rival coalition, formed last 
July and led by Prince Sihanouk, 
which the United Nations rec- 
ognises as the legitimate gov- 
ernment. 

Prince Sihanouk is more than 
just another claimant to a vacant 
seat at an international body. 
More than any other person, he 
has come to embody the Kam- 
puchean trauma. A former head 
of state still revered by man 
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Kampucheans in exile, he was 
kept under house arrest by the 
Khmer Rouge when they were in 
power but is now allied with them. 
At the summit, three members of 
the non -Communist Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) — Malaysia, Indonesia 
and Singapore — will spearhead 
demands for him to take Kam- 
puchea's seat 

A big issue 

Foreign Ministers Suppiah 
Dhanabalan of Singapore and Tan 
Sri Ghazali Shafie of Malaysia said 
last month they would make the 
Kampuchean representation” a 
big issue.” 

They said their countries and 
Indonesia would demand that the 
Havana decision be revoked. 
They warned India not to impose 
its own Kampuchean policy on the 
Non-Aligned Movement. Indian 
sources say India is only imp- 
lementing a consensus decision 
which does not compromise its 
Non-aligned position. They say 
the movement nan take decisions 
on the Kampuchean seat at any 
time and pressure to invite Prince 
Sihanouk to the summit amounts 
to asking India to prejudge the 
issue. 

Western diplomats believe 
India is striving to avoid a con- 
frontation over Kampuchea, but 
doubt there is much scope for rec- 
onciling the opposing views. 

However. ASEAN officials and 
other supporters of Prince Sih- 
anouk do not want the Kam- 
puchean issue to contribute to spl- 
itting the movement. Malaysian 
Deputy Premier Datuk Musa 
. Hi tarn said his country wanted to 
avoid confrontation, while Ind- 
onesian Vice-President Adam 
Malik said Prince Sihanouk's pre- 
sence did not have to be forced on 
the summit if this would lead to its 
failure. 

“The important thing is that the 
non-bloc summit must run smo- 
othly,” Mr. Malik said. Founder 
member Yugoslavia also backs 
Prince Sihanouk but Foreign Min- 
ister Lazar Mojsov said that if 
there was no consensus on the sea- 
ting. the issue should not be so 
dramatised as to bog down the 
unit. On-.the other hand, Sin- 



gapore’s Mr. Dhanabalan said 
that if India wanted to save the 
Non-Aligned Movement ft shouJd 
have the courage to change Hav- 
ana decision. The intensity of the 
demands for sealing Prince Sih- 
anouk — including loud calls from 
China, which is not a member of 
the Non-Aligned Movement — 
are matched by his opponents’ 
resolve. 

Vietnam has concentrated its 
diplomatic efforts during the past 
six months on making sure that the 
prince was not invited as Kam- 
puchean bead of state or in any 
other capacity. Western diplomats 
based in Hanoi said. 

The Vietnamese "feel pretty 
certain they have succeeded," ooe 
added. Kampuchean President 
Heng Samrin said in Phnom Penh 
last week that be backed India’s 
decision to leave the seat vacant. 

China, for its part, has not res- 
tricted its views to Kampuchea. 
Last week the official New China 
News Agency accused the Soviet 
Union of trying to stifle 
discussion ou this issue and on 
Afghanistan ar the New Delhi 
summit. 

The depth of international opp- 
osition to the Soviet presence in 
Afghanistan has been shown by 
Non-aligned and U.N. resolutions 
calling for the withdrawal of for- 
eign troops. Though far from 
happy about the presence of Rus- 
sian troops so dose to its borders. 
India prefers quiet diplomacy and 
has never flatly condemned the 
Soviet intervention. 

Diplomats say that as su mmi t 
chairman it may seek a com- 
promise decision on Afghanistan 
to maintain the unity of the mov- 
ement. Officials in Afghanistan’s 
neighbour. Pakistan, said they 
hoped the summit would help to 
maintain the momentum of recent 
visits by U.N. peace envoy Diego 
Cordovez to Islamabad, Kabul 
and Tehran. 

He has said his mission is gra- 
dually gening to grips with sub- 
stantive issues like the return of 
more than three million Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan and Iran and 
guarantees about non- 
interference in Afghan affairs. 
Further discussions are due in 
Geneva in April. 


Stockpiling of 
strategic metals 


By lan Mackenzie 

Reuter 

LONDON — The British gov- 
ernment has started to stockpile 
strategic metals used in the def- 
ence and aerospace industries, 
'prompted by low prices, fears of 
political instability in Southern 
Africa and last year’s Falk lands 
war. In so doing. Britain has joi- 
ned the United States. France and 
Japan among Western industrial 
nations in seeking to make itself 
less vulnerable to disruptions in 
supplies and to maintain pro- 
duction in time of war. 

Britain's Junior Industry Min- 
ister John MacGregor confirmed 
recently that the government 
had decided to establish “a small 
stockpile of strategic minerals.” 
The materials include cobalt, mai- 
nly from Zaire and Zambia, and 
chromium, manganese and van- 
adium produced in South Africa. 
These are essential for petroleum, 
aerospace and machine tool ind- 
ustries. 

The Financial Times newspaper 
said it was believed the gov- 
ernment wanted to acquire eno- 
ugh stock to last three months and 
estimated the cost at about $75 
million at current prices. 

A select committee of the 
House of Lords (upper chamber) 
reported last October that two cri- 
teria should be used in deciding 
what to stockpile: The importance 
of a mineral to the national eco- 
nomy and vulnerability of supply. 

It said the four most important 
materials were chromium and 
manganese used in the steel ind- 
ustry, the plantinum group of 
metals used in the electrical and 
car industries and in medicine, and 
phosphate rock used for fertiliser. 

Metal prices have been rising 
recently but are stilt well below 
their historic peaks and are thus 
tempting to government buyers. 
Traders say purchases for the Bri- 
tish stockpiles are unlikely to have 
a significant effect on prices. 

A U.S. Senate committee rep- 
ort last December warned that 
Western countries 'should prepare 
themselves for any temporary dis- 
ruption in mineral imports from ■ 
South Africa in the event of social 
upheaval there during the next 


decade. Analysts said fears of unr- 
est in Southern Africa and Bri- 
tain's war with Argentina over the 
Falkland Islands last year had 
apparently pursuaded the British 
government to go ahead with the 
stockpile plan without waiting for 
concerted European action. 

The United States first started 
stockpiling about 60 strategic 
materials — ranging from metals 
and diamonds to drugs such as 
opium — during the Korean con- 
flict in the early 1950s. But it was 
in March 1981 that President 
Reagan ordered the resumption of 
major purchases for the first time 
iu 20 years. His 1984 budget pro- 
poses outlays of $120 million for 
purchases of critical materials, the 
same amount as in 1983. Adm- 
inistration officials said in January 
the United States would buy one 
millio n tonnes of Jamaican bau- 
xite for stockpiling, while pur- 
chases from Zaire of cobalt — ess- 
ential for jet engines — were 
under consideration. 

Mr. Reagan bad earlier ordered 
an increase in stockpiles of man- 
ganese and chromium ores. Fra- 
nce, the first European Com- 
munity country to stockpile min- 
erals, started its programme in 
1975 with purchases of non- 
ferrous metals such as . copper, 
lead, tungsten and chrome. The 
aim is to stockpile enough- min- 
erals to provide French industry 
with a two-month emergency sup- 
ply by 1985. 

Proposals to build -up -Official, 
reserves of strategic metals in 
West Germany were discussed in 
Bonn in the late 1970s, but tbe 
idea fell through and has not since 
been revived. The government has 
provided some financing to enc- 
ourage private stockpiles. 

Japan announced last ' Dec- 
ember that purchases for an off- 
icial stockpile of rare metals cov- 
ering cobalt, nickel, chromium, 
tungsten, molybdenum,' man- 
ganese and vanadium would start 
next October. • 

.The . original plan was for a 
60-day stockpile built up ovqr five 
years by accumulating 12 days’ 
consumption, of the metals each 
year. Bm a cut in government spe- 
nding has' reduced the , acc- 
umulation for the flrst yearto five 
days’ consumption. 
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i Talking straight 


By Marwan Muasher 



marriages: Are they an answer or a problem? 



In Jordan there are roughly three 
stages with regard to co-education 
and these stages correspond app- 
roximately to three stages of 
.human development; childhood, 
adolescence, and adulthood. 

Co-education is not uncommon 
during childhood. In 1981/62 
forty-three per cent of Jordan’s 
elementary schools (ages 6-12) 
were co -educational. During the 
stage which corresponds app- 
roximately to adolscence, years 
12-16. co-education is rare. Only 
nineteen per cent of Jordan’s pre- 
paratory schools and six per cent 
of Jordan’s secondary schools 
were co-educational in 1981/82. 
During the third stage, adulthood, 
there is a sudden reappearance of 
co-education. Both the University 
of Jordan and Yarmouk Uni- 
versity and about two thirds of the 
community colleges in Jordan (22 
out of 32) are co-educational. ■ 


The presence of co-education 
during the first and third stages of 
education does not reflect an edu- 
cational policy but is based rather 
on practical and economic con- 
siderations. At the same time, the 
absence of co-education during 
preparatory and secondary sch- 
ooling reflects cultural and social 
considerations. Thus, the pre- 
sence or absence of co-education 
in Jordan is not founded on any 
consideration of educational fac- 
tors. 

In the West ft has been shown 
that co-education bas a great eff- 
ect on the performance of male 
and female students. Since sex- 
gender systems are veiy much cul- 
tural things it should not be exp- 
ected that the processes and eff- 
ects of co-education in Jordan, or 
in any Arab-Islamic country for 
that matter, would be the same as 
•those in the West 


But it is not unlikely that co- 
education in Jordan does effect 
children’s performance at school 
and these effects should be def- 
ined and then taken into con- 
sideration when forming an edu- 
cational policy in Jordan on the 
subject. 

Let us consider the findings of 
some of the recent research on 
mixed schooling in the U.K. There 
was a re-organisation of education 
in Britain during the 1 970’s in an 
effort to provide more equal opp- 
ortunities for self-fulfilment and 
development. The main inn- 
ovation in the new education sys- 
tem was the introduction of com- 
prehensive schools. Another imp- 
ortant aspect of the campaign to 
abolish selective schooling was a 
policy for mass co-education at 
the secondary school level. 

Co-education was assumed to 
be progressive. Studies have 


shown however, that the results 
run directly counter to most of the 
beliefs and assumptions sup- 
porting co-educational schools. 
Dale’s research ( 1 974) shows that 
boys' academic performance is 
improved in co-educationai sch- 
ools and that of girls deteriorates. 
Girls in Britain surpass boys in 
reading skills throughout primary 
school but they lose their lead in 
co-ed secondary schools. 

In addition to a decline in the 
performance of girls in terms of 
examinations passed and entry 
into higher and further education, 
there has been an increase in sub- 
ject polarisation. In the reo- 
rganisation many smaller and 
smgie-sex schools were combined 
and one of the main advantages of 
the new system was thought to lie 
in the breadth and range of sub- 
jects that the new larger schools 
could offer. 


But HM Inspectorate on Cur- 
ricular Differences for Boys and 
Girls in Mixed and Single-sex 
Schools Report in 1975 showed 
that girls were less likely to choose 
a science subject if they attended a 
mixed school than they would if 
they went to a single-sex girls sch- 
ool even though in a mixed school 
they were more likely to be off- 
ered science. In fact, any cor- 
relation between the sex of the 
pupil and the popularising of a 
subject was markedly greater in 
mixed than in single-sex schools. 

How is it that co-educational 
schools continue to provide une- 
qual opportunities for males and 
females? 

In the first place, not all subjects 
are offered to both boys and girls. 
This is the case in some Vocational 
Secondary Education Programme 
in Jordan where women are still 
excluded from industrial and agr- 


icultural specialisations. Secondly. 

boys and girls are often taught the 
same subject separately, esp- 
ecially — in the case of Britain - 
in sports and certain vocational 
subjects. 

Furthermore, even when boys 
and girls occupy the same physical 
space, they do not occupy the 
same social space or receive the 
same educational experience. 
Research has shown the great eff- 
ect of teochers’ expectations on 
children’s performance and how 
these expectations are oriented by 
children's gender. 

Why does female academic per- 
formance deteriorate in co- 
educational schools? Research on 
women’s performance in higher 
education in the United States 
showed that female und- 
ergraduates were reluctant to 
compete with men in their classes 
out of some kind of collective res- 


pect for the male ego. Under- 
achieve rnent and "playing dumb" 
solved the problem of doing better 
than men. 

Tlie same kind of processes 
have been noted (by Shaw. 1980) 
in co-educational secondary sch- 
ools in Britain. Shaw suggests that 
girls arc turned into a negative 
reference group for boys. In a 
competitive and selective edu- 
cational system such as that of Bri- 
tain. being better than someone 
else is of vital importance. 

Boys defined themselves as 
being, whatever else, at least not a 
girl. As a result boys' inclination to 
work hard can be reduced because 
of their security. Bui girls switch 
their interest and desire for est- 
eem from academic matters to the 
more traditionally "faminine" 
ones of personal appearance and 
success with boys. 


GUEST COMMENTARY 


By Linda L. Layne 


Co-education, aimed at 


equality, isn’t all it seems to be 


Looking at things from a historical 
perspective, a de facto segregation 
of sexes was (and, to some extent, 
is) in effect in Jordan. Co- 
educational schools were not all- 
owed* and for a longtime, women 
were- not even seen unveiled in 
pubuc. Because culture forbade 
members of opposite sexes from 
even speaking to each other, it had 
to come up wth a way to maintain 
and preserve' the important ins- 
titution of- marriage; hence the 
common practice of arranged 
marriages. Basically, the young 
man declares his intention of get- 
ting married, and then one or sev- 
eral matchmakers' (usually his 
mother) make sure they find him 
an appropriate wife. 

In those days, life was far less 


sophisticated than it is now. Major 
decisions were made by the hus- 
band, and thus the chances of con- 
flicts arising in a marriage were 
slim. The woman was taught all 
her life that she was not to disobey 
her husband, and that her main 
and only duty was to bear and 
raise children. Being uneducated 
and not knowing any better, the 
woman accepted this role as a fact 
of life. 

The concept of marriage in hs 
modern understanding was pra- 
ctically non-existent. For the most 
part, it was done out of con- 
venience. Human relationships 
and feelings that should be dev- 
eloped and refined to their highest 
form between a husband and wife 
were noL Arranged marriages 


served the purpose of that culture 
and worked well in it. 

Today that culture has partly 
changed, yet the practice of arr- 
anged marriages still exists. Is this 
solution that has seemingly wor- 
ked for hundreds of years still 
valid today? Could it work as eff- 
ectively as h did before? And if the 
answer is no, what, then, is the. 
alternative? 

To answer this question, we 
must first examine some of the 
changes that took place in our cul- 
ture. The first and foremost is 
education. As our new generation 
is discovering, earning a degree 
means far more than learning a 
skill in a particular field. It means 
broadening one's horizons. It 
means wanting more from life 


than food and shelter. It also 
means a deeper appreciation of 
human relations. 

With the emergence of a new. 
young, educated class, the need is 
being felt for better knowledge of 
the other sex. More people are 
feeling that a lot of planning has to 
take place before an undertaking 
as enormous as marriage is att- 
empted. And that planning should 
include knowing and und- 
erstanding the other sex in order 
to formulate a better idea of h and 
choose the proper future mate. 

The other drastic change that 
has taken place is the relative cha- 
nge in the traditional man -wo man 
relationship. As women are get- 
ting educated, they are no longer 
accepting the role men want them 


to play. Women are discovering 
they are just as capable as men. 
and that marriage means far more 
than preparing meals and cleaning 
the house. They are asking foT a 
more equitable share and a larger 
role to play, equal to that of their 
husbands. 

Thus the concept of marriage as 
our forefathers knew it is cha- 
nging. Complex human emotions 
are being tested, developed and 
refined. Exceptions of both sides 
from marriage are getting higher. 
Many educated men no longer 
want their wives to be only inv- 
olved in house matters, but dem- 
and a more intellectually sat- 
isfying relationship. The same is 
true for the wife, who wants to 
share in her husband's decisions 


and have some of her own. 

Arranged marriages are not the 
answer in such cases, because they 
don’t allow the couple an ample 
chance to know each other and 
find out whether they are com- 
patible enough to meet and wit- 
hstand all these demands and pre- 
ssures. 

The simple alternative, of cou- 
rse, is to allow our young men and 
women a certain degree of fre- 
edom in knowing each other bef- 
ore any marriage plans are even 
contemplated. Our society is som- 
ewhat touchy about this point, 
offering several arguments against 
such an alternative. Some of the 
typical ones are: 

— “Dating" conflicts with hon- 


our. 

— Dating is a western idea that 
corrupts our society. 

— Love does not have to come 
before marriage, h can develop 
afterwards (it also might not). 

— Love is not a necessary cri- 
terion for marriage. Marriages 
based on love can fail. (Never 
mind the ones not based on love 
that also fail.) 

Such arguments are of course 
readily refutable. But. I am afraid 
we still expect our sons and dau- 
ghters to earn a degree without all 
the “peripherals" that come with 
it. When it comes to marriage, we 
expect them to resort to our old 
ways, and we. many time, do not 
tolerate different behaviour. 


Many young people, because it 
is difficult to dale, resort to the old 
traditional way of arranged mar- 
riages simply because they havv 
no choice. This. 1 think, is very 
dangerous. For apart from the 
shortcomings of such marriages, it 
will lead to many internal and ser- 
ious conflicts between ideals and 
reality. 

Our young people are pushing 
more and more for their right to 
know each other. They arc forcing 
society to decide between a pro- 
tective lifestyle that dpes not enh- 
ance living, or reaching out and 
putting up with the consequent 
temporary feeling of insecurity. I 
sincerely hope it will choose the 
latter course. 


Singapore revives family traditions in response to housing crisis 



Lee Kuan Yew: Appealing to tra- 
ditional family responsibility 


By Dilip Mukerjee 

The crowded island state of Sin- 
gapore will need to double its 
number of housing units before its 
population stabilises at 3.6 mil- 
lion, and much more bousing will 
be needed unless the growing 
numbers of elderly are housed, as 
they have been traditionally, with 
their children. 

Concerned over the increasing 
number of the elderly and who will 
care for them in the future, Sin- 
gapore's Prime Minister Lee Kuan 
Yew, has decided that the ancient 
Confucfan concept of xiao or fil- 
ial duty must be revived among 
the Singapore Chinese, who 
make up 75 per cent of the 2.4 
million population. 

Mr. Lee is organising his cam- 
paign to inculcate filial duty with 
characteristic vigour. Exh- 
ortations through the media are 
being supplemented with material 
incentives and disincentives in a 
repeat of the approach adopted 


from 1970 to help bring the pop- 
ulation growth rate down from the 
high levels in the 1950s and 1960s 
to the current 1.5 per cent. 

In an address last year on Chi- 
nese New Year’s Day, the most 
important family celebration in 
the community’s calendar, be said 
that he was prepared, reluctantly 
and sadly, to use legislation to 
ensure compliance with filial obl- 
igations. 

Quite a few of his younger cit- 
izens are shocked by his decision. 
But a survey in the Straits Times 
daily newspaper showed that eight 
out of ten respondents over 50 
years old thought Jaws were nec- 
essary. 

In the same speech Mr. Lee 
marshalled telling economic arg- 
uments to reinforce his case for 
the extended, three-generation 
famil y pointing out that Sin- 
gapore will need, before its pop- 
ulation stabilizes at 3.6 (pillion by 
the year 2030, an additional 
430,000 bousing units or almost 


double the number now available. 

• This projection is based on an 
average household size of four. 
But if nuclear families become the 
norm, the city state will need a 
further 300,000 units." We do not 
have the land; 620 square JdJ- 
o metres is all that is available”, he 
added. Expanding Singapore's 
area by reclaiming from the sea 
would be prohibitively expensive. 

Mr. Lee has already gone ahead 
to introduce what may be the first 
of several legal prods. In the city 
where over two- thirds of families 
already live in government hou- 
sing estates and the proportion 
keeps rising because of the soaring 
prices of privately-built units, a 
new point system has been int- 
roduced to determine the place of 
those in the queue for allotments. 
Three-generation families will get 
priority, and have a much better 
chance of getting larger flats that 
are highly prized. 

Another disincentive is in the 
offing. At present no estate duly is 


charged to children if they inherit 
one house from parents, but Mr.; 
Lee says this may be made con- 
ditional on a son or daughter Jiving 
with a surviving parent. There' is 
also talk of introducing a law giv- 
ing parents the right to claim 
maintenance — a proposal which, 
like the others, has evoked mixed 
reactions. 

The government is also worried 
about the risks of social tension 
inherent in the increasing number 
of 'guest workers’, drawn mainly 
from Malaysia and Thailand and 
the rest from India. Bangladesh 
and Sri Lanka. They are already a 
tenth of the labour force, and the 
ratio may rise even higher as the 
reduced birth rate slows down the 
Dumber entering the job market. 
Mr. Lee wants to phase out ail 
guest workers over the next four 
years, and make up for it by aut- 
omation and more women wor- 
kers. 

In 1981.79 per cent of women 
in the 20-24 age group were eco- 


nomically active but the ratio dro- 
pped rapidly at higher ages to as 
little as 22 per cent at 50-54. This 
• reflects the widespread practice of 
women quitting once they start 
raising families. Mr. Lee and his 
planners want to persuade more of 
them to return to work after they 
have had their babies, preferably 
not more than two. He believes 
this return will be facilitated if 
grandparents were around to 
mind children. 

Will Mr. Lee succeed in his 
campaign for xiao? Will the car- 
rots and sticks do the trick? The 
first point to note is that the pro- 
portion of those aged 60 and 
above is still low — 7.2 per cent of 
the population in 1980. By his 
own Figures, there were only 
13,720 households of old people 
living by themselves in 1980. 
two-fifths of them with only one 
surviving spouse. In other words, 
the problem is limited to just three 
per cent of all households. Thus 


Mr. Lee’s alarm over the imm- 
inent breakdown of traditional 
values reflects his fears of what 
may happen rather than the cur- 
rent reality. 

The second point is that the 
impact of incentives and dis- 
incentives may be less than the 
government is inclined to assume. 
Opinions on this differ widely 
because of differences — so far 
unresolved by research - -on what 
effect similar policies had on pus- 
hing or persuading people first to 
restrict births and later phase 
them out over a longer period. 

The U.N. Fund for Population 
Activities conducted a survey in 
Singapore on the effect of laws on 
childbearing decisions in 1976. 
Three quarters of the S64 res- 
pondents said that disincentives 
had nothing to do with the choice 
they themselves made. In par- 
ticular. loss of income tax rebates 
— one of the sticks employed — 
mattered to none. 


But a subsequent and 'larger 
survey in 1977 showed that Ift.per 
cent acknowledged having "been 
very much affected. 54 per cent a 
little affected and only 27 percent 
not at all. 

The later su very brought out the 
fact that the policy of preferential 
allocation of housing counted with 
52 percent and income tax with 30 
per cent; but the impact of denial 
of admission to primary schools of 
choice was the decisive reason for 
68 per cent. 

Since the difference between 
the two surveys is still to be sat- 
isfactorily explained, there is no 
choice but to defer judgement on 
the renewed use of the housing 
carrots and the tax stick to cope 
with the problems of the aged 
whose number and proportion will 
grwo rapidly in Singapore — as 
elsewhere — in the wake of belter 
health care and falling birth rates. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* “ Various Works: 25 to 27" by Ste- 
phen Hayes, at the American Centre. 

* “Les Metiers <f An” at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

* *■ Exposition de Fossfles. tiki, pierre 
uriDee. piene polie" and “La writ de 
temps" at the French Cultural Centre. 

* Yugoslav paintmgs. at the Jordan Fine 
Arts Association. 

FILM 

■ “ Am&necer en Poena Oscnra" at the 
Spanish Cultural Centre at 4:00 p.m. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


American Centre 


leL 41520 


British Co uadi 36147-8 

Frenc h Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute - 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Tu rkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C.A. : 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ..... 36111 
University of Jordan Library _ 84355 

MUSEUMS 

FoUore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean okL Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening bouts: 9.00 aai. - 5 
pan. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jecdta Aidmeolocical Museum: Has an 
mflhii collection of the of 

Jordan. Jabal AJ Qafa (Oladel Hfll). 
Opening hours: 9.00 b.dl • 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and offici al holidays 10 00a.m. 
4.00 pjn.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gaflety: Contains a col- 
lection of parntingi. ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Mamie artists 
from most of the Muslim coontricand a 


collection of paintings by 1 9th Century 
orientalist artists. Mnmazah. Jabal 
Luwefcdeh. Opening bouts: 10.00 a.m. 
1 JO p.m. and 3.30 pjn. - 64X1 p. en- 
closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

MtEtary Moseem; Collection of militar y 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening boms 9 a m -4 p.m. Closed 
Saturdays. TeL 664240. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


— Club. Meetings every 

Erst and dried Wednesday ai the Tyche 
Hotel, 130 p.m. 

Uoos Philadelphia Cl ah. Meetings 
every second and fo^th Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel, 1 .30 p.m. 
PhOaddphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Ioa, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 pan. 
Royal AufomohBe dub. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

St- Joseph Chnreh (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. leL 24590. 

Church of the A— ■riatbu (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweib-eh. 37440. 

De la Safe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Chmth of the Aamairiatinn (Creek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 

Augtiotn Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 43453. 
ArmeafaM CtfhoUc Church Ashrafieh. 
71331. 

Armenian orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
75261. 

St- Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 71751. 

Amu IraenaUoaal Chare* (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmehani, 663249. 

PRAYER TIMES 


0fc46 - Fajr 

06.-08 iSvnrise) Shuruq 

11:49 Dhuhr 

15*4 'Asr 

17:30 Maghreb 

I&52 'Isha 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at Amman Air- 


port, tel 92205-6, where it should alw- 
ays be verified. 

ARRIVALS 


•6:45 

68:45 



09:15 


09 JO 

Jeddah (RJ) 

09:40 .. 


0*45 

Kuwait (RJ) 


10:15 - Beirut (Ri) 

I0-.59 Abu Dhabi. Doha (CAj 

11:05 Abu Dhabi (SA1 

13:40 Kuwait (KACI 

15:50 Baghdad (IA) 

16*0 Belgrade. Istanbul (RJ) 

lfc30 Cairo (RJ) 

16:55 Frankfurt. Geneva (RJ) 

17:15 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:30 Copenhagen. Athens (RJ) 

I&05 Rome (Alitalia l 

1&20 Athens (GA) 

18^0 Cairo (RJ) 

19*S Cairo (EA) 

28*5 Frankfurt. Lurnaca iLH) 

20:15 Beirut (MEA) 

«k30 ... ..... Cairo (RJ) 

0030 Cairo (EA) 

00; 45 Baghdad (RJ) 

01:45 Cairo (EA) 

DEPARTURES 

04*5 Cairo (RJ) 

0fc30 . Laroaca. Frankfurt (Lufthansa) 

07:00 - Aqaba (RJ) 

07:45 Beirut (AF) 

07:50 Cairo (EA) 

09*5 Beinn (MBA) 

11*0 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11:15 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

11:15 Geneva, Paris (RJ) 

11:30 - Athens (GA) 

11:55 Athens. Zurich (Swia&Air) 

12.-00 - - London (RJ) 

I2.-0S Frankfurt, Brussels (RJ) 

1*36 ... Cairo (RJ) 

I4J0 Kuwait (KAC) 

14G0 Cairo (RJ) 

I6J0 Baghdad (RJ) 

18:45 Beirut (RJ) 

19*0 Kuwait (RJ) 

19*0 Doha. Muscat (G A) 


19J0 Jeddah (RJ» 

20:09 Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Baghdad (RJ1 

20:15 Cairo (EA) 

20i30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

01:15 Cairo (EA) 

0200 Cario (EA) 


LEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Due to the attack of frontal depression 
for the last 24 hours, the weather will be 
very eokl, cloudy to partly cloudy, rainy 
and snowfall is expected in the hilly 
areas. Wbds will be northwesterly fresh 
and stronger at tiroes. In Aqaba, h will 
be partly ebudy. with scattered sho- 
wers. Winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

Lou- high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 0/ 4 

Aqaba 8/15 

Deserts ..... -1/ 6 

Jordan Valley — 7.'12 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 3. Aqaba- 1 5. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 97 per cent Aqaba 35 
per cent. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Local setllbuy rata in fils 

Belgian franc 74.4 74.8 

Dutch guilder I32.fr 133.4 

Egyptian guinea ... 320-5' 326 

French franc 51.7.' 52 

Iraqi dinar 560.fr 570.6 

Italian lire (for 100) 25-4' 25 6 

Japanese yen (for 1 001 150.7/ 151.6 

Kuwaiti dinar 1214.5 1221.5 

Lebanese lira 8H.5/ 89.4 

Omani riyal 1018.2/ 1028.2 

Qatari riyal 97 2! 97.5 

Saudi riyal 103' 103.6 

Swedish crown 47.7/ 48 

Swiss franc 174.2/ 175.2 

Syrian lira 62.3/ 62.9 

UAE dirham 96.3' 97.1 

UJC sterling pound 540-5' 543.7 

U.S. dollar 354.5/ 356.5 

W. German mark 146 147.4 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 1 93. 75 1 1 ] 

Firstaid, fee. police (99 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue ... o6l 1 1 1 

Fire headquarters 2209(1-3 

Police rescue ....... 192. 21 1 1 1 . 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 363S1-2 

Municipal water service 7| (25-K 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 8)3813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 44281-4 
Akieh Maternity. J. Amman ... 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmcbani 664173-4 

Shine isani Hospital 669131-5 

University Hospital - 845845 

Dar A)-$hifa. J. Hussein ...... 667I5K 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali .... 665292 

Al-AhlL Abdali 664164 

Italian. AFMuhajrcen ..... 77101-3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 75111 

Andy. Marka 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Nklal Maraqah .... 7 1 21 8' 842642 


Dr. Awfli Hawamdeh — 77665 '72350 

Al 5oIam pharmacy - 3672U 

Al Arabiych Al Kubrah pharmacy 

23271 

Fayez pharmacy 6el627 

A( Sahcb pharmacy - t — ) 

Darin pharmacy I — ) 

Rainbow taxi - 37249 

Kasem taai — 43620 

Ambassador laxr 664660 

Karoak taxi 6*8761 

Jihad taxi K426bJ 

Nahdarari 6*3003 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yahya Al Tarifi SI 520 X2684 

Al Shaab pharmacy ( — ) 


IRBID: 

Dr. Nidal Haddad 

Khazor pharmacy 


74540 

75770 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 73111 

Radio Jordan 74M1 

Ministry of Tourian 42311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone: 

Information ... 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls ........ 10 

Overseas calk 17 

Cable or telegram 1 g 

Repair service. 11 


MARKET PRICES 


UpperHotver price in fils per kg, 

Apple (American) 420 •’ 350 

Apple (Double Red) 200 ; 1 50 

Apple (Golden] 200/ 150 



.. 250 ! 200 


„ 300 ; 150 

.Apple (Sferkcn) 

. 200 150 
. 270 / 220 


.. 230 ■ 200 


. 58(1/500 


. 450 / 40(1 




. 280 ■ 20fl 

(1-ihhHgr 



180/ 140 


. 1 3*1 > 100 




. 350 . 300 

Cucumber (large) 

.400/300 


Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant (large) ..._ 

650/600 

330/250 

Garlic 

520. 440 • 
120/ 100 1 


.800/700 



210M80 


Marrow (small; 

. 380 / 300 

Olives ... 


Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

,150/120 
.300 / 240 

Oranges 

Oranges (Mandarine) 

-2MM200 
.250/200 
. 250 / 200 





Peafhca 

.850/750 






Wilkins returns to United 
? or clash against Liverpool 


LONDON (R) — Former Eng- 
land soccer captain Ray Wilkins 
will be anxious to put the last few 
months behind him when he ski- 
ppers Manchester United against 
runaway English League lea- 
ders Liverpool on Saturday. 

Wilkins has played only one full 
first team game since he broke his 
cheekbone in a League Cup tie in 
October. 

His enforced absence from the 
game cost him both his club and 
England captaincy to Bryan Rob- 
son. By an ironic twist of fate an 
injury to Robson. Britain's cos- 
tliest player, has given Wilkins the 
chance to re-establish himself in 
the United side and possibly the 
England team. 

- Robson tore ankle ligaments in 
Wednesday's League Cup sem- 
ifinal against Arsenal and could 
miss both the final of the League 
Cup against Liverpool on March 
26 and England's next European 
'Championship Group Three lie 
against Greece on March 30. 

Wilkins could hardly have a 
more demanding task at Old Tra- 


fford Saturday. United cannot 
afford anything less than a win. 

"It's the final of the League as 
far as we arc concerned." Ron 
Atkinson. United's manager, said. 
"If we lose to Liverpool then it's 
hard to see how we can close the 
gap on them at the top of the 
table." 

Defeat would leave second- 
placed United trailing the Mer- 
seyside club by 18 points. 

Liverpool’s character will be 
put to the test as they ny to rec- 
over from the shock of two suc- 
cessive defeats, the second in the 
Football Association JF.A.) Cup 
by Brighton on Sunday ending 
their dream of landing four tro- 
phies this season. 

Clubs reject 
TV offer 

English soccer clubs rejected a 
£5.3 "million (S$m) offer from 
broadcasting companies Thursday 
in a deadlock that could black out 
television coverage of the sport 


next season. 

Both sides say the dispute is 
crucial for the future of British 
football and the habits of the fans 
on whom it depends. 

The issues include declining att- 
endance at grounds, how much 
football should be broadcast, whe- 
ther it will be shown live or. as 
now. recorded for later tra- 
nsmission. and whether the clubs 
can put advertisements on their 
players' shins. 

At a special meeting in London, 
the chairmen of the 52 Football 
League clubs voted unanimously 
to turn down the companies' offer. 

"The clubs feel the offer is der- 
isory." League President Jack 
Dunne it told - reporters. “The 
clubs are prepared to risk losing 
television coverage altogether in 
order to hold out for a better 
offer." he added. 

But the broadcasting 
companies--the British Bro- 
adcasting Corporation (BBC) and 
the Commercial Independent 
Television— say they will not raise 
their bid. 


French soccer turns to prime 
minister for financial help 


PARIS f R ) — French pro- 
fessi'inal soccer, in severe fin- 
ancial crisis despite growing 
crowds and World Cup successes 
last year, has appealed to Prime 
Minister Pierre Mauroy for help. 

In an open letter to Mauroy. the 
National League asked for an 
early meeting to discuss financial 
burdens faced by clubs, especially 
a recent increase in compulsory 
social security payments from 25 
percent of salaries to 30 percent. 

League administrator Jacques 
Thebauli told reporters: "Eight 
dubs have already filed for ban- 
kruptcy. others face the risk of it. 
Some clubs are behind in their 
payments. The problem cannot go 
on forever." 

In addition to social security 
payments and normal income tax. 
dubs must also pay a form of ent- 


ertainment tax. 

Thebauli said the latest figures 
available, for the 19.80-1981 sea- 
son. showed League clubs had a 
total deficit of between S2.9 to 
S4.3 million. 

Although attendance has imp- 
roved significantly at first division 
matches this season, one official 
said: "Despite that, dubs are in 
desperate' straits." 

This season dubs will gain some 
benefit from France's feat in fin- 
ishing fourth in the 1^82 World 
Cup finals. 

Each first division dub will rec- 
eive S55.000 from a pool set up by 
the French Football Federation to 
handle the income from spo- 
nsorships and television bro- 
adcasts. 

One dub not facing hard times 


is Racing Paris 1 . a second division 
team formed only a few months 
ago. Backed by wealthy bus- 
inessmen. the club recently lau- 
nched a huge poster publicity 
campaign estimated to have cost 
about SI 60.000. 

But many famous-name clubs 
are in dire straits. Sainte Etienne, 
who once carried the flag for Fra- 
nce in European club com- 
petitions. have been racked by 
boardroom wrangling, officials 
charged with fraud, absent fans, 
and a plunge from the top to the 
bottom of the first division. 

The club have not announced 
-acute financial problems, but the 
board must be worried about the 
financial squeeze caused by small 
crowds and the team’s poor sho- 
wing. 


England’s losing cricket 
tour ends in Christchurch 


CHRISTCHURCH. New Zea- 
land 1 R) — Four losing months on 
the road for Bob Willis's England 
cricketers come to an end here 
Saturday with the last of the one- 
day internationals against New 
Zealand. 

Since mid-October. England 
have lost the Ashes in Australia 
after a five-year tenure, failed to 
make the finals of the World Ser- 
ies Cup competition and been 
hammered in the First two one -day 
internationals in New Zealand. 

The trail of misery ends at Lan- 
caster Park here Saturday and 
Willis admitted after the loss in 


Wellington on Wednesday that 
one of h is biggest problems is mot- 
ivation. 

"Our lads are trying hard but 
after such a long tour it has been 
very difficult to motivate them.” 
he said. 

"Wc want to win tomorrow of 
course. We hope to show yet that 
we do have some ability and the 
last match might be the chance to 
do that." 

Apart from his players being 
jaded. Willis also conceded that 
the front-line bowling attack, of 
which he is a member, has been a 
problem. "It’s very important we 


Enjoy JteMtsostet Mintages 6 foffliesff 


Watanabe 
retains 
WBA title 

TSU. Japan (R) — Japan's Jiro 
Watanabe retained his World 
Boxing Association i WB A) jun- 
ior bantamweight title when he 
knocked out Peruvian challenger 
Luis Ibanez in the eighth round 
here Thursday night. 

Watanabe. 27. was in complete 
control from the First bell of his 
third defence and had won all 
seven rounds on Puerto Rican ref- 
eree Waldemar Schmit's card bef- 
ore the fight came to an end after 
one minute 22 seconds of the eig- 
hth. 

Watanabe. also comfortably 
ahead on the two judges' sco- 
recards. twice sent Ibanez to the 
canvas in the eighth. A right hook 
to the head put the challenger 
down for the first time and when 
he was quickly toppled by a pow- 
erful left. Schmit stepped in and 
counted him out as he tried to rise 
to his feet. 

"1 knew I had him when he first 
went down on his knees." said the 
champion. 

Ibanez, who could never match 
Watanabe's speed or aggression, 
suffered a series of cuts around the 
eyes and admitted: "He was too 
fast for me.” 

Watanabe has now won all 
three title fights inside the dis- 
tance since taking the crown from 
Rafael Perdroza of Panama in 
April last year. He has won 18 of 
his 19 fights. 13 inside the dis- 
tance. 


Yachtsmen around the globe try to ~ 
break 132-year-old American monopoly 


MLAMI. Florida (R) — The staff 
at the tradition -bound New York 
Yacht Club have been dutifully 
polishing the America’s Cup for 
132 year*. But Yachtsmen from 
around the world are determined 
to give them a break. 

Yachtsmen from Britain, Can- 
ada. Australia. France and Italy 
hope next September to see an 
empty pedestal in the middle of 
the club's domed trophy room, 
where the Cup has been rooted 
since 1851. 

Whether it can be wrested from 
its New York home will be dec- 
ided off Newport. Rhode Island, 
in the world's premier yacht race, 
which blends tradition and high 
technology, blue-bloods and ent- 
repreneurs. 

But first the crews must com- 
pete against each other to settle 
who will give the unbeaten Ame- 
ricans a run for Lheir Cup in Sep- 
termber. 

The Canadians have not mou- 
nted a challenge this century but 
are undeterred. Bruce Kirby, des- 
igner of their entry Canada I. said: 
"We’ve looked the opposition 
over and I think we have as good a 
chance as anyone else.” 

Kirby is as tacuuiu as any New 
England Yankee when it comes to 
discussing the fine points of his 
creation. 

Entries are classified on a com- ■ 
plicated formula involving eve- 
rything from length and mast hei- 


bowl an attacking line.” 

Despite the succession of dis- 
appointing results, England 1 s sel- 
ectors have resisted widespread 
changes for Saturday’s match with 
Norman Cowans’s recall at the 
expense of Derek Pringle the only 
change in personnel. 

In addition there is an adj- 
ustment to the batting order. The 
seven-match experiment of Ian 
Botham opening is ended, lan 
Gould moving up to partner Chris 
Tavare and Botham dropping 
down to number five. 

" Afterour recent performances 
we felt lan would add more sta- 
bility to the middle order.” said 
Willis. 

A decision on whether all- 
rounder Richard Hadlee returns 
to the New Zealand side will be 
taken Saturday. 


Shriver defeats Barker 

OAKLAND, California ( R) — A shout of encouragement from a fan 
in the crowd cost Britain’s Sue Barker dear in her second round 
match in the Oakland women's tennis tournament here Thursday 
night. 

Barker, trailing 4-2 and with break point against her in the dec- 
iding set of her match against third-seeded Pam Shriver, was dis- 
tracted by the shout as she was about to deliver her second serve. 

She double-faulted and the American held her service in the next 
game to win 6-7, 6-4. 6-2. 

Afterwards Shriver said that the outcome of the match could have 
hinged on the action of the noisy fan. "Sue's such a talent. Tra just 
glad to have this one behind me.” the American added. 

Others to reach the quarter-finals were Australian Wendy Tur- 
nbull. the fourth seed, who beat Maty Lou Ptatek of the United 
States 7-5, 3-6, 6-4, sixth-seeded West German Bettina Bunge, a 

6- 1. 6-4 winner over Helena Sukova of Czechoslovakia, and uns- 
eeded Claudia Kohde of West Germany, who beat. France’s -Cat- . 
herine Tanvier 6-3, 6-7. 6-4. 

Gerulaitis reaches semi-finals 
of ATP tournament in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — Top seed Vitas Gerulaitis of the U.S. reached the 
semi-finals of an Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) tou- 
rnament Thursday night, beating West Germany’s Michael Westphal 

7- 6, 6-1 after a closely-fought first set. 

The young German’s big serve tested Gerulaitis in the opening set 
but the American’s class finally carried him through the tiebreaker 
7-3. 

Unseeded Stanislav Birner of Czechoslovakia made the last four 
by beating number four seed Rod Frawley of Australia 6-3, 6-4. 

The other quarter final results: Magnus Tideman (Sweden) beat 
Zoltan Kuharsky (Switzerland) 6-2, 4-6. 6-3. Heinz Guenthardt 
(Switzerland) beat Libor Pimek (Czechoslovakia) 6-4, 6-4. 


Noah beats fellow-countryman Leconte 

.A QUINTA. California (R) — Noah, the tournament’s defending 
econd -seeded Y ann ick Noah of champion, took only 30 minutes 
ranee overcame a two-hour rain after rain suspended play during 
elay and a comeback attempt by the third and deciding set, to sec- 
:ilow-coun ltv man Henri Lee- ure the win. 


LA QUINTA. California (R) — 
Second-seeded Yannick Noah of 
France overcame a two-hour rain 
delay and a comeback attempt by 
fellow-countryman Henri Lec- 
onte to score a 6-0, 4-6. 6-2. vic- 
tory Thursday in the third round 
of a S255.000 tennis toumaraenL 
Leconte, seeded ninth, broke 
Noah's serve in the second set to 
even the match. But 22-year-old 



FREE CATALOGUE FOR DIPLOMATS !!! 


Contact: A.HAMO TRADING EST-flfte Agent) 

Jabal Amman, lsl -2nd Circle 

Near Spanish Embassy Tel. 44634 


AUSTRALIANS 

ELECTION DAY IS 5 MARCH 1983 


A General Election for the Australian House of Rep- 
resentatives and Senate will be held on 5 March 1983. 


APPLY NOW FOR A POSTAL VOTE 


If you are enrolled on the Commonwealth Electoral Roll 
and you are travelling or are temporarily resident in Jordan 
and will not be returning to Australia before Election Day 1 
you may apply for a Postal Vote. 

Postal Voting Facilities and a list of candidates are ava- 
ilable at the Australian Embassy, between 4th and 5th 
Circles, Jabal Amman, Telephone 43246. 

REMEMBER VOJTNG IS COMPULSORY. 


In other matches, unseeded 
American Mike Bauer, who beat 
top seed Jimmy Connors in 
straight-sets on Wednesday, sco- 
red his second upset, beating 
number 12 seed Chris Lewis of 
New Zealand 6-4, 6-4. 

Third-seeded Jose JHigueras of 
Spain beat Tom Gullikson of the 
U.S. 7-6, 6-4. Fourth-seeded 
American Eliot Teltscber also 
moved into the quarterfinals by 
beating Jan Gunnarsson of Swe- 
den 7-6, 6-0. Robert Van’t Hof of 
the U.S. beat Russell Simpson of 
New Zealand, the 14th seed 6-0, 
6-3. 



ght to beam and ballast. “There 
really isn't a lot of room for major 
changes," he said. 

Kirby said he had concentrated 
on making the boat more man- 
oeuvrable, looking for 'that tiny 
difference'. But the details are a 
fiercely guarded secret. 

The 12-metre yatcht’s spe- 
cifications are locked away in a 
black case which his colleagues say 
they have never seen him open or 
allow out of his sight 

Operations manager Doug 
Keary said the two-year Canadian 
campaign had been mounted on a 
shoestring budget of a maximum 
five million dollars. This included 
the price of a U.S.-built Clipper, 
considered one of the best in the 
world, for trials. 

The Canadian and French ent- 
ries are docked in Miami. "If 
Miami Beach hadn't mobilised for 
us we'd be chipping off the ice in 
Lake Ontario. "Keary said. 

Keary said challengers were at a 
disadvantage because the U.S. 
had a long tradition of building 
12-metre craft and enjoyed tec- 
hnological superiority. U.S. ent- 
ries could rely on quality boa- 
tbufling and equipment at all lev- 
els, he said. 

French operations manager 
Jean Castenet was less charitable 
in finding reasons for the U.S. 
monopoly. "They kept changing 
the rules to maintain their adv- 
antage,” he said. 


Matters began to improve only 
in 1970 when, for the first time* 
foreign entries were allowed to 
race each other to decide who 
should face the American entry. 
Previously, it was the sole pre- 
rogative of the New York club to 
select the competing vessel. 

All entries once had to be 100 
per ceoL home-produced, from 
design to computerised nav- 
igational aids. But this stipulation 
was eased in 1980 and contenders 
were allowed to buy an equipment 
available in their countries, inc- 
luding foreign manufacture. - 

"Now the technological edge is 
disappearing.” Castenet said. “If 
it still re main s at all this year, it 
will certainly be gone by 1986." 

Challengers also fear the U.S. 
have the better choice of crews. 
Canada's Keaty said: "In small 
boat sailing Canadians are at the 
top of the heap, but we have a hard 
time finding experienced crew for 
the bigger boats. 

"When the Yanks want to put a 
crew together it is only a question 
of picking out the cream of the 
crop”. 

The Canadians decided to select 
world-class sailors of smaller 
boats and weld them into a 12- 
metre crew. 

The French have completely 
revamped their entry, the tri- 
coloured France n. Castenet said 
the hull was the only surviving pan 
of the vessel which nearly beat the 


Australian entry ra the 'races' lea- 
ding up'to the 1980 CujCcha- 
Uenge. - ' 

"We had saiJtrouWes,'' hc‘ rec- 
alled "All that is changed now.” 
He said be admired the Canadian 
design but added: "there . have 
been similar designs rathe past.” 

Canada I got its film taste of 
salt-water sailing last week. The 
young Canadian .team and the 
French veterans will later sail Spi- 
nnaker to -Spinnaker in practice 
races before going to the firsrqua- 
lifymg racesrin Newport on June 1. 
. While the Canadians, who rely 
mainly on the generosity of South 
Florida tourism promoters for 
berths and lodging, the British are 
spending about 580.000 a week. 

The British have two potential 
entries, the Lionbeart and the .Vic- 
tory. and four seasoned captains 
compering to skipper the entry at 
Newport. 

"lliis is a much bigger, cam- 
paign than earlier British .cha- 
llenges," sailing coach Peter Bat- 
eman said. "We are going, into 
everything in much greater 
depth". He thinks Britain have a 
50-50 chance of winning. 

But he added: "There’s an ele- 
ment of chance in yacht raring and 
if lock goes against us, that's; unf- 
ortunate.” The sentiment is- und- 
oubtedly shared by financier Peter 
de Savory .-head of the Britisfrsyn- 
dicate. who has sunk 58m of his 
own money into the_ challenge. 


8 countries to compete in world ice hockey 


Munich (DaD) — Eight countries will compete for 
the ice hockey world championship hi the Federal 
Republic of Germany from 16 April to 2 May. 
They are the Soviet Union, Cz ech o sl ovakia, Swe- 
den, Finland, Canada, Italy, die GDR and the 
Federal Republic. Sixteea fixtures will be held in 


Dortmund, six in. Dussddorf ami 18 in Munich. 
The play-off between the best four will be in Mun- 
ich from 27 April to 2 May. The borne team has oof 
looked at all bad hi the run-up. Czech goalie Lang 
is here seen warding off an attack by Germany’s 
Steiger in the Isvestia Cup. 
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Patients received at 9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
and 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Tel: 42843 


caught at first slip. 

Larry Go mss went forfbar after 


short leg by YashpaT Shartha.'fo 
leave West Indies at yi for three- 
Gus Logie, making histest debut, 
was run oyt for 1 3 during a mix-op 
with Greenidae. 


FOR RENT 

A two-bedroom furnished flat, sitting and dining room. 
Centrally heated, with colour TV and telephone. Al 
Hussein Housing Estate. 

For further information call: Tel. 662805-43283 


DE LUXE FURNISHED FLAT FOR 
RENT 

Second floor, three bed roomed flat with sitting and 
dining rooms, two verandas. Centralfy-heated. Bayadir 
Wadi Al Sir. 

For further information calls Tel. 811261 


WANTED A SERVANT 


European couple is looking for an experienced 
full time servant. 

Telephone: 43784 


TO LET 

Fully-fumished apartment at Jabal Amman, ’3rd Circle,'. bet- 
ween YWCA and Khal id [Hospital, consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
salon, Jhdng/dining room, balcony, kitchen arid a bathroom. 
Central heating and hoi water. J . 
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°i' Consultations continue on the oil front 


PARK <R) - Non-OPEC Mex- 
kx> Friday delayed an expected cut 
' inilsoil pricelo allow the exporter 
group more breathing space for its 
eflbrtshereandin die Middle East 
to avert a world oil price war. 

MdHcan OiL Minister Francisco 
-LaBa&ida. m -Paris for talks with 
his Algerian, Venezuelan and 
jk&waiti conaterparts, saidMexaco 
would not announce a price cut 
‘ Friday as it had intended. 

He said the decision had been 
delayedpending further oil mar- 
ket developments. 

- These were thought to include 
the outtx>me of OPEC attempts to 
persuade .other non-OPEC pro- 
ducers, such as Britain, to coo- 
perate in preventing a price col- 
Isspe. 

Before flying off to Riyadh for 
talks with Saudi Arabian Oil Min- 
ister Ahmad Zaki Yamaui, Ven- 
ezuelan Oil Minister Humberto 
.Calderon Berti told Reuters he 
saw Britain as a crucial link bet- 
■ ween consumers and producers in 
'any bid to avert a price war. 

The surprise arrival of the four 
ministers in the French capital 
Thursday was apparently part of a 
concerted effort to establish a deg- 
ree of cooperation in advance of 
next week's proposed OPEC mee- 


ting in either Geneva or Vienna. 

The. OPEC meeting has still to 
be formally announced and dou- 
bts remained whether it would 
. take [dace. 

. Nigerian officials have said they 
want guarantees of cooperation 
from non-OPEC producers if 
their country is to attend and Ind- 
onesian Oil Minister Subro to said 
in Jakarta Friday his country 
wonld prefer not to have a mee- 
ting ~if it appeared no consensus 
was likely to emerge. 

. Ira n ia n leaders meanwhile have 
for two days running Accused 
Saudi Arabia of trying to bring 
down the world oQ price in order 
to damage Iran. 

The present intense activity on 
the oil front was prompted by this 
week’s decision by the Gulf states, 
ted by Saudi Arabia, to cut their 
oil prices by an unspecified amo- 
unt in response to cuts by Britain, 
Norway and Nigeria. 

The size of the cut will depend 
on whether other states in the 
13-member Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries coo- 
perate in a new deal on pricing and 
production. 

If there is no agreement, the 
Gulf has warned it will undercut 
other exporters in order to mai- 


ntain its share of the dwindling 
world market for oil.-. 

As Mr. Calderon headed for 
Riyadh another Venezuelan del- 
egation, in London Thursday for 
talks with British officials, headed 
for a similar round of talks in 
Norway Friday, Venezuelan dip- 
lomats said. 

Mr. Calderon held breakfast 
talks Friday morning with . Mr. 

- Labastida and Algerian .03. Min- . 
ister Belkacem NabL but the three 
made no statements afterwards on 
their discussions. 

Thursday the Kuwaiti and Mex- 
ican ministers held bilateral, tafkg 
as the Algerian and Venezuelan, 
delegates had discussions before a 
late nightsessaon involving all four . 
at the Kuwaiti embassy. 

Mr. Calderon told Renters he 
saw the British as a link in possible 
future cooperation on between 
OPEC and its customers. 

‘‘First we have to settle our pro- 
blems inside OPEC. But they can 
be a bridge, a link, between us and 
the consumers,'' he said. 

Britain -is now among the 
world’s top 10 o3 producers with 
an output -of 2.2 million barrels a 
day. It is an exporter and a mem- 
ber of the consumers’ dub. the 
International Energy Agency. 


'Leading oil industry sources 
here said Britain's and Norway’s 
desire to avoid a destructive oil 
price war could pave the way for a 
tacit agreement to cooperate with 

OPEC. 

In London, the British gov- 
ernment faces a major policy dil- 
emma if it is to help other top o3 
producers avert a world o3 price 
war, industry sources said Thu- 
rsday. 

For the second time this year 
Britain has been dragged unw- 
illingly into the limelight of the 
OPEC crisis as ofl- ministers try to 
halt a collapse of the international 
oil price. 

But industry sources said Bri- 
tain might have to rework its ent- 
ire oil marketing strategy if it was 
to respond to appeals from OPEC 
to cooperate on pricing and pro- 
duction. 

03 analysts said the appeal pla- 
ced Prime Minis ter Margaret Tha- 
tcher’s government in a dilemma. 

It did not want to see a collapse 
in the world oil price and the con- 
sequent loss of revenue to the Bri- 
tish treasury. At the same time, it 
was committed to an independent 
policy of producing North Sea o3 
at maximum capacity. 


Cutting back output in order to 
tighten the world market for oil 
would be one way for Britain to 
help OPEC, which is bearing the 
brunt of the present world oil glut. 

But analysts say the main loser 
from a cutback would be the- Bri- 
tish government, which pulls back 
a total of almost 90 per cent of 
North Sea takings in taxation. 

. On the other hand, Britain 
would also face a loss of revenue 
from an uncontrolled drop in 
world o3 prices. 

Analysts also say that if the o3 
price dropped to below $25 a bar- 
rel, oil companies would have no 
incentive to go ahead with further 
exploration and development in 
costly North Sea fields. 

But the pressure from OPEC 
for Britain to cooperate is int- 
ensifying. 

In Oslo. Norway is prepared to 
meet members of OPEC to discuss 
how to prevent an o3 price war, a 
ministry of oil and energy spo- 
kesman said Friday. 

However, the spokesman said 
that Norway had so far not been 
formally approached by OPEC 
with any request for closer coo- 
peration on oil prices. 

Meanwhile, West Germany 


reduced its purchases of Saudi oil 
sharply last month because Saudi 
Arabia insisted on holding the 
price at $34 a barrel, oil industry 
sources said Thursday. 

The federal office of trade and 
industry said West German imp- 
orts of Saudi crude fell to 6 1 6,332 
tonnes, nearly 30 per cent down 
from the December figure of 
871,058 tonnes and less than a 
third of the 1.9 miUion imported 
in January 1982. 

Saudi Arabia, traditionally 
West Germany’s largest source of 
oil, was only the fourth largest in 
January. Britain took its place at 
the top, exporting 1.1 million ton- 
nes. 

An industry source said: “It is 
apparent that because Saudi Ara- 
bia was holding tight to its S 34 a 
barrel benchmark price it has lost 
a large part of its West German 
market." 

The sources said the figures 
were not affected by the recent 
reductions in the price of British 
and Nigerian o3, which were bac- 
kdated to Feb. 1. 

Importers were already moving 
away from Saudi Arabia to find 
cheaper prices elsewhere, they 
said. 


Baghdad seeks new credits for key projects 
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By Nicholas Moore 

Reuter 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, its res- 
ources drained by the 29- 
■ month-old Gulf war with Iran, is 
'seeking new credits for key pro- 
jects 'and imports of arms and 
morate'-bbosting consumer goods, 
businessmen and diplomats say. 

The government wants the cre- 
. clits to keep economic activity up 
■to the present reduced level while 
non-strategic new projects may be 
shelved until next year or beyond, 
they.add. 

French Foreign Minister Cla- 
ude Cheysson said daring a recent 
Yisit here the Iraqis had made 
.brave decisions in their man- 
;agement of the economy. . 

. Herroted that Iraq sought credjt 
for actual and future pro jectsibut 
gave no details of a major credit 
package being discussed with Fra- 
nce. 

France supplies arms to Iraq 
sod is involved in many key pro- 
jects including nuclear research. 
i, French press reports have said 
the package would be worth $4 
billion or more. It would enable 
Iraq to continue buying French 
arms in return for oQ and allow 
French firms to carry on working 
here. 

• In' Washington, Reagan adm- 
inistration officials said the United 


States had offered Iraq credits of 
up to $250 million to finance sales 
of American farm products. 

Businessmen say credits are 
sought generally to help finance 
new projects and day-to-day imp- 
orts of arms, ammunition, food 
and consumer goods. A few firms 
have been asked to submit re- 
financing proposals for ongoing 
ventures. 

“The Iraqis are. learning to five 
on credit and it should not be imp- 
ossible for them,” a visiting Wes- 
tern executive said. 

A West European salesman- 
reported: “My business is down 
50 per cent In the past year. 
They* re shopping around, going to 
places like South East Asia to che- 
- aper suppliers. Bid: what I do? Ido 
jx>twjpt to lose frau” 

The strongest Iraqi card, as Mr. 
Cheysson noted, is that 'an eco- 
nomy with 35 billion barrels of 
proven crude oil reserves, and 14 
million people, should rebound 
dramatically when the war ends. 

03 prices are poised to decline 
and Iraqi o3 exports are throttled 
by the war. 

Iraq's Gulf terminals are shut. 
Syria, an Arab sympathiser of 
Iran, refuses to allow Iraqi ofl acr- 
oss its territory. That leaves one 
pipeline across Turkey carrying no 
more than 650,000 barrels per day 
against Iraq’s total pre-war output 


of above three million. 

. Diplomats expect some fin-, 
ancial help from Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf states to continue, but 
to be closely tied to the war effort. 

They said it is unlikely to. be on 
the scale of the $18 to S2'5 billion 
committed so far which enabled 
Iraq, which also drew down its 
reserves, to cany on a rapid dev- 
elopment programme during the 
first two. years of war.. 

Statistics are hard to obtain in 
wartime Baghdad but commercial 
sources concur with outside est- 
imates that hard currency reserves 
may be down to between $6 and 
$8 billion from more than $30 bil- 
lion at the height of theofl boom 
before the GiUf war. 


These sources say Iraq is tho- 
. ugbt to be running a hefty current 
account deficit and may resort 
again to the Euro-market, tapped 
recently for a first commercial 
loan of $500 million. 

On development, priority is 
being given to continued repair of 
oil and electricity installations hit 
in Iranian air raids, new electricity 
generation, and projects to rep- 
lace imports by boosting Iraqi 
output of food and manufactured 
goods. 

Iraq dso hopes to expand the 
trans-Turkey pipeline to a cap- 
acity nearer one milli on barrels 
daily. 

The main Basra refinery was 
damaged early in the war, forcing 


Iraq to import some refined oil 
products from Kuwait. 

The closure of Basra and Umm 
Qasr. Iraq's other Gulf port, 
means imports must be brought 
across Kuwait, Turkey and Jor- 
dan, with inevitable bottlenecks. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein said Iran, in its latest bat- 
tlefield offensive, might be trying 
to bring its long-range guns into 
range of one of the highways to' 
Kuwait but the main such route is 
well to the west, away from the 
i war zone. 

In Misan province, southeast of 
Baghdad and east of the Iraqi 
town of Amara, the Iraqi army is 
deeply entrenched and ind- 
ependent military analysts tho- 


ught Iran, even with massed tanks 
and infantry, would find it difficult 
to penetrate far into Iraq. 

Among specific projects, dip- 
lomats thought a proposed Bag- 
hdad underground railway, exp- 
ected to cost at least $1 billion 
would be postponed. 

Iraq might also postpone the 
start of a new Baghdad-Basra rad 
link costing $2 billion, they said. 

. The leading contender for that 
contract is a partnership of Hyu- 
ndai of South Korea and Brazil's 
Junior Mendez. 

A $1. 6 billion air defence con- 
tract for which British, French and 
Italian firms are competing was 
regarded as more likely to go for- 
ward, either in 1983, or 1984. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


CapyH^* W>3 TIm Tiftm Sgn 



'For my writing doss, I have to do a 
love sonnet about you. What 
rhymes with 'Hopeless?' " 


London Stock -market 


LONDON (R) — Equities were mixed and above the day’s lows 
as two U.S. banks cut their prime rates, dealers said. The F.T. 
.index at 1500 Friday was up 1.1 at 638.3. 

1CI was up 6p at 37 8 but Flessey was down 5p at 5 79 after 57 1 , 
both on further consideration of Thursday’s figures. Golds turned 
mixed after early firmness and Americans were higher. 

Government bonds closed at the day’s best levels, encouraged 
by the U.S. bank prime rate cuts, to show gains of as much as Vs 
point in moderate trading, dealers said. Some switching was noted 
out of conventional stocks into index-linked issues, which were V* 
point higher in places. 

Oils fluctuated before settling around Thursday night’s dosing 
levels. 

Speculative issues attracted heavy selling interest with Polly 
Peck down 137p at 2,3.00 after 2,200. Banks showed gains str- 
etching to 12p, while in insurances, Sedgwick was down 5p at 207 
after 202 following pews it does not intend to bid for Alexander 
and Alexander Services, which rose 37p to 1,500. 

Blue Circle was down 3p at 383 after 376 following news that its 
bid for Aberthaw wiD not be referred to the Monopolies Com- 
mission. Abeithaw rose 47pto 610. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One sterling 

1.5255/65 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.2282/85 

Canadian dollars 


2.4140/50 

West German marks 


2.6690/6700 

Dutch guilders 


2.0295/0310 

Swiss francs 


47.59/64 

Belgian francs 


6.8565/95 

French francs 


1394.00/1395.00 

Italian lire 


234.85/235.00 

Japanese yen 


7.4100/4200 

Swedish crowns 


7.1250/1350 

Norwegian crowns 


8.5950/6050 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gpld 

466.50/467.50 

U.S. dollars 


Peanuts 


SAuy, 6ET up! you're 
I60NNA BE LATE' FOR SCHOOL! 



J~7& 


UNUS PIPNT 5ENP ME A 
VALENTINE, ANP HE BROKE 
MY HEART ANP l‘M NEVS2 
60IN6 TO SCHOOL AGAIN l 


ANP IF YOU SEE MY 

sweet M'scmmsoo, 

PUNCH HIM IN THE N05EJ 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
cine letter to each square, to form 
tour ontony words. 


THAT scrambled word game 

A by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Guess IH 
knock off 
for now 


BOTOR 




DUMON 



u 

u 


Yl 

RAWA 



HH 


u 



DRYWAT 


JCJL 



TODAY'S GREATEST 
LABOP'GAVHSie 
PEVTCE. 

Now arrange the cirdod letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


w 


Prkit answer here: f X I I H XXXJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

J Jumbles: WHOOP MANGE NEEDLE ICEBOX 
■I Anewer. Hr hoped the rain would kewupsolt 
■ wouldn’t do this — COME 


y 


Mutt ‘n* Jeff 



( |‘ 5 I^ETAN'S 0 UR*? ) 






QEZUHDHEfT/ 

sea 




Andy Capp 

arenT you a bit 

FRJGHTB^Et> -CODIN' 
BACK FROM BINGO 
jJNT HEftAgK? .^ 





FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, FEB. 28, 1983 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day to enjoy the pur- 
suits which bring you the greatest amount of relief from 
pressures. A time to express your appreciation to those 
who have been loyal to you in the past. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contacting associates end 
talking over how to improve the relationship is wise e: 
this time. Avoid a troublemaker. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You can make the right 
improvements to your surroundings now and gain added 
prestige. Plan the future wisely. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Your finest talents can be 
expressed most intelligently now and you can make a fine 
impression on others. Be logicaL 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Show that you 
appreciate new benefits which you now enjoy. Strive for 
more happiness and harmony in the home. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) You are able to gain the sup- 
port of those who are important in your life. Show true ap- 
preciation in a tangible way. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You are now able to ge: 
the backing you need so that you can put a new project in 
operation. Make improvements to property. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You can accomplish almost 
anything you set your mind to at this time. Attend the 
social tonight and show affection for friends. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Let your intuitive forces 
come to the fore now which can be helpful when dealing 
with allies. Take no risks in motion. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Think in terms of 
how you can help friends in need. Any social affairs to 
which you are invited should be attended. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Obtain the right ap- 
pliances which will make your home more functional and 
efficient. Don’t lose your temper with foes. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Obtain the information 
you need from the right source. A friend can be most 
helpful to you now. Show your appreciation. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don't take loved one so 
much for granted. Make sure your bills are paid. Take 
steps to improve your surroundings. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or sirs will 
be one of those persons with a particular charm that most 
everyone likes. There is much artistry in this nature and 
this should be accented in the educational curriculum. 
Don't neglect ethical training. 

"The Stars impel, they do not compel.” What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 


THE Daily Crossword By Arthur W. Palmer I- 


ACROSS 
1 Herring 
sauce 
5 Rose part 

10 Whaling 
captain 

14 In — (com- 
pletely) 

15 Without 
any help 

16 Unalloyed 

17 Noted bout, 
Sept 23, 
1926 

20 Late opera- 
goers 

21 Writer 
Chase and 
others 

22 Czech river 

23 Building 
location 


25 River 
deposits 

28 Axillary 

29 Individual 

32 1 of 5 

33 Pineapple 

34 Sine — 
non 

35 Major 
battle, 

June 22, 
1937 

39 Howard 
of films 

40 Earthy 
deposits 

41 “Veni, — , 
vtcT 

42 Macaw 

43 Comprehen- 
sion words 

44 Pancakes 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



46 Baseballer 
Mel and 
family 

47 Part of a 
room 

48 Certain 
ceremonial 
dinner 

51 Calamity 

55 Big dash, 
Sept. 21, 
1955 

58 Rebekah’s 

59 Showtyp© 

60 Moon 

61 Prohibition 
opponents 

62 Public fund 

63 — Scott 

DOWN 

1 Lawyers: 
abbr. 

2 Bumpkin 

3 Lab burner 

4 Meant 

5 Money 
recipients 

6 Little 
conger 

7 Flip 

8 —so forth 

9 Appomattox 
figure 

10 The Big — 

11 Outer cover 

12 Extent 

13 Tunisian 
VIPs 


18 Norse 
literature 

19 Type of 
valve 

23 Europeans 

24 Fleming 
and Smith 

25 Actress 
Paget 

26 Miscue 

27 Climbing 
plant 

28 Tarsus 

29 Furnish 

30 Direct 

31 Welcome 
relief 

33 Fields 

36 Shostako- 
vich 

37 Klin 

38 Gave out 
too many 
tickets 

44 Pet lamb 

45 Range 

46 Old Roman 
room 

47 Low joints 

48 Merganser 

49 Leisure 

50 Mild oath 

51 French 
illustrator 

52 — deforce 

53 Eagle 

54 Predict 

56 Clrdepart 

57 Slangy 
negative 
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WORLD 






ritish centrist alliance gains 




LONDON (R) — Britain's cen- 
trist Liberal-Social Democrat all- 
iance non the London by-election 
in Bermondsey Friday, seizing the 
opposition Labour Party str- 
onghold by a margin of more than 
9,000 votes. 

Liberal Simon Hughes, a 31- 
year-oid barrister, captured the 
parliamentary seat which had 
been held by Labour for nearly 60 
years with 17,017 votes, 54.4 per 
cent of the turnout. 

Labour’s Peter Tatchell. a con- 
troversial Australian-born left- 
winger-crashed to a big defeat. He 
received 7,698 votes, 26 per cent, 
in the House of Commons con- 


stituency where Labour cruised 
home with an 11,756 majority in 
the 1979 general election. 

The Conservative Party of 
* Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher saw its share of the vote sla- 
shed from 7.5S2 votes, one qua- 
rter of the total in the 1979 poll, to 
1,631. 

Michael Foot defiant 


LONDON (R) — Opposition lea- 
der Michael Foot pledged Friday 
to lead Britain's troubled Labour 
Party at the next general election 
despite a devastating defeat at the 
hands of the minority Liberal- 
Social Democratic alliance. 


Mr. Foot, speaking shortly after 
the alliance trounced Labour in an 
important by-election in London's 
Docklands district of Ber- 
mondsey, said it was a setback. 

“No one can deny that,” the 
69-year-old Labour leader said 
after the loss of one of the safest 
Labour seats in Parliament. 

Asked how the result would aff- 
ect his leadership. Mr. Fool said: 
“The country needs a Labour 
government which will rebuild 
British industry, restore full emp- 
loyment, and overcome the dan- 
gers of the nuclear arms race. 

“My determination to fight and 
win that election is as strong as it 


was on the day I became leader of 
the Labour Party in November, 
1980. 

“1 intend to carry out tbe task 
for which i was elected” 

Bermondsey was the alliance's 
first gain of a Labour seat and Soc- 
ial Democratic Party President 
Shirley Williams said it proved 
that Labour would never form 
another government. 

Liberal leader David Steel dec- 
lared: “This is not a victory — it is 
a rout. Labour remains the official 
opposition, but our alliance is now 
the effective opposition to the 
Tory (Conservative) gov- 
ernment." 


convince Senate about Adelman 


Washington (R) — President 
Reagan says he expects to win 
Senate confirmation for Kenneth 
Adelman to head the U.S. arms 
control agency despite a rec- 
ommendation by the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee that the 
nomination should be rejected. 

“I am fully committed to his 
nomination and I share (Senate 
Republican leader) Howard 
Baker’s assessment that the Sen- 
ate will confirm him.” the pre- 


sident said in a statement. 

By a vote of 9-S Thursday, the 
Foreign Relations Committee 
recommended rejection of the 
president’s nominee to become 
director of the Aims Control and 
Disarmament Agency (ACDA). 

Seven Democrats and two Rep- 
ublicans voted against con- 
firmation, saying 36-year-old Mr. 
Adelman lacked the experience or 
commitment to arms control nee- 
ded for the job. 


A full senate vote was put off 
until mid-March to give Lhe adm- 
inistration time to line up the votes 
it needs for Mr. Adelman to win. 
an aide to Mr. Baker said. 

"Once we go to the floor we 
expect to confirm him.” the aide 
told reporters. 

The ACDA head is responsible 
by law for U.S. arms control pol- 
icy, but the importance of the post 
has varied from one adm-_ 
inistration to another. 


Democratic Sea. Paul-Tsongas 
urged Mr. Adelman to withdraw, 
saying his nomination had irr- 
evocably increased fears in Eur- 
ope and .America that the Rea- 
gan administration did not really 
want arms control. 


Mr. Adelman said he was "a 
passionate advocate” of President 
Reagan's arms control offers now 
being negotiated in Geneva and 
would not pull out. 


Up to 21 feared dead in 

Karachi 


tl 




ie 


KARACHI. Pakistan (R) — An 
1 8-year-old girl “saint” sent as 
many as 21 of her followers on a 
voyage of death Thursday when 
‘■'ey sc: sail in tin boxes on a biz- 
arre religious pilgrimage to bring 
Iran victory in its war with Iraq. 

Police said they had so far rec- 
cvirec 1 2 bodies from boxes bob- 
■::.g ;r. the sea off Karachi, res- 
cued 13 people and were sea- 
rching for eight more. 

The girl was identified as Nasim 
Fatimah, who claimed to have 
received messages from Prophet 
Mohammad two and a half years 
ago. Police said her body was 
among those recovered. 


She told her followers, all poor 
and ill-educated villagers from 
the Punjab province, more than 
1,600 kilometres from Karachi, 
that if they went by iea to a shrine 
in Iraq, Iran would win the war 
with its Gulf neighbour. 


Police said women and tee- 
nagers were among the pilgrims 
who were trying to reach a shrine 
at Karbala, near Baghdad. 


One of the survivors told police 
that 38 people gathered on a 
beach near Karachi Wednesday 
night after travelling with their 
boxes to the city by train from 
their hometown. 
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sympathisers 
Brigades on trial 


ROME | R) — The trial of 7 1 int- 
ellectuals said by the prosecution 
to have inspired left-wing urban 
guerrilla violence in Italy began 
Thursday nearly four years after 
police first seized the alleged rin- 
gleaders. 


Sixteen of the accused are still at 
large and the rest had been gra- 
nted provisional liberty. 


A handful of defendants quietly 
entered the steel cages of Rome 
assize court where, a month ago. 
32 Red Brigades urban guerrillas 


were jailed for life for the murder 
of former Prime Minister A] do 
Mono. 

The 71 accused in the latest trial 
belonged to the militant left-wing 
“workers’ autonomy” movement 
founded by Prof. Toni Negri 
among students and sympathisers 
at Padua University where he tau- 
ght political science. 

They are all charged with for- 
ming an armed band and 12 face 
the more serious accusation of 
armed insurrection which carries 
a sentence of life imprisonment. 
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Both vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 KQ103 
V AQ85 
O 8 

AG63 

WEST EAST 

0 5 O 84 

TJ972 0 1043 

0::i965 OAQJ9732 
>>::d54 0 9 

SOUTH 
AJ9762 
TK6 
0 4 

O J872 
The bidding: 

North East South West 
2 0 3 0 3 0 4 0 

4 NT Pass 5 0 Pass 
6 •* Pass Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Five of C-. 


jj ** This hand from a team 
■i match is an interesting 
i iesson in technique. Both 
i Souths gave an impressive 
\ performance, each in his own 


Because of a preempt from 
East and a raise by West, 
both North-South pairs 
reached a slam that could 
hardly be described as 
laydown. Both Wests led a 
diamond, and both Easts 
Look the ace and made a 
neutral shift to a trump. 

Our first declarer won in 
dummy and cashed another 
high trump. Next came three 
rounds of hearts, on which he 
stuffed a club. When East 
followed to all these tricks,, 
declarer had an inferential 
count of the hand — East 


almost surely had seven 
diamonds for his jump, and 
he had shown up with two 
trumps and three hearts. 
Therefore, he held at most 
one dub. 

Declarer elected to play 
for East to have specifically a 
bare nine or ten of dubs, 
twice as good as hoping that 
the singleton was the king. 
He came to hand with a heart 
ruff and led the jack of clubs. . 
West covered and declarer 
was delighted to find that 
East produced the nine. 
South came back to his hand 
with the ace of trumps and 
ran the eight of dubs. When 
East showed out as expected, 
twelve tricks were there. 

The other dedarer took a 
slightly different, perhaps 
even better, line of play. 
Since East had long dia- 
monds. he rated to be short 
in the other suits. So dedarer 
won the trump shift in dum- 
my at trick two, came back to 
his hand with the nine of 
trumps and took the club 
finesse. When that held, he 
cashed the ace of clubs and 
then started to run his 
trumps. From dummy declar- 
er discarded a dub. 

When declarer led his last 
trump. West was down to 
four hearts and the king of 
dubs. Since he knew that 
declarer had the jack of 
clubs. West had to hold the 
king. He reluctantly parted 
with a heart, in the hope that 
his partner had the king. But 
it was not to be. Dummy's re- 
maining dub was ditched, 
and four hearts brought 
declarer's trick total to 
twelve. 


3 Clergymen charged with 


murder in the Philippines 


BACOLOD, Philippines (R) — 
Three Roman Catholic priests 
were charged Friday with the 
murder of a town mayor who was 
shot dead in the Philippines a year 
ago- 

The prosecutor's office said 
charges filed by the provincial mil- 
itary commander alleged that 
Australian Father Brian Gore and 
Irishman Father Niail O’Brien 
plotted the killing in an ambush 
led by Filipino Priest Father Vic- 
ente Dangan. 

Kabangkalan Mayor Pablo 
Zola and four companions were 
shot last March 10, a few months 


after the bodies of 10 religious 
workers were discovered on his 
sugar farm in Negros Ocddental 
province. 

Father Gore. 38. from Perth, 
has already been charged with inc- 
iting rebellion and faces dep- 
ortation hearings in Manila next 
week. 

The prosecutor’s office said the 
charges against the priests were 
based on a report by the local pol- 
ice chief who alleged that Father 
Gore and Father O'Brien had pla- 
nned the killing in a series of mee- 
tings with lay leaders early last 
year. 


Spain to modernise army 


MADRID (R) — The Spanish 
army will lose a quarter of its off- 
icers and more than a third of its 
men over the next five years under 
Socialist government plans ann- 
ounced Friday for a more flexible 
and professional force. 

Defence Minister NarcisSerra 
told a parliamentary commission 
of his plans for changes in army 
promotion, training, deployment 
and size, designed to bring the 
army into line with modern Wes- 
tern forces. 

Mr. Serra said he planned to cut 
the army by 90.000 men from the 
present 250,000 and to reduce Lhe 
number of officers by a quarter. 


Promotion conditions would shift 
away from strict seniority towards 
merit and competition. 

A fixed pattern of troop ass- 
ignment would be scrapped in 
favour of mobile deployment all- 
owing rapid flexible response to 
any threat, he said. 

The move towards defensive 
planning would be reinforced by 
doubling the defence intelligence 
staff, Mr. Serra told the com- 


mission. 


Conscientious objection will be 
recognised as an exemption Grom 
service, he said. Another inn- 
ovation would be opening the 
armed forces to women, he added. 


More killed 
in Assam as 
refugees flood 
border states 


NEW DELHI (R) — Troops were' 
called in to stop clashes in central 
areas of Assam as violence con- 
tinued in the northeastern In dian 
state and its refugee problem grew 
more serious. 

The army was deployed in three 
places including Khairabari in the 
central Darning district where 
more than 30 bodies were rec- 
overed after clashes, the Press 
Trust of India (PTI) news agency 
reported. 

Troops were also called out in 
the Lakhimpur district in the 
north-central part of the state 
where police said earlier they had 
recovered more than 50 bodies of 
immigrants. 

The latest bloodshed has taken 
the overall death toll from election 
violence and ethnic clashes to 
more than 1,500- 

At least 6.000 immigrants, mos- 
tly Bengalis who came originally 
from neighbouring Bangladesh, 
have been given shelter in West 
Bengal state, while 21,000 tri- 
be speople have crossed into jun- 
gles in the Himalayan state of 
Aruoachal Pradesh, according to 
official reports. 

Large numbers of people fie-' 
eing Assam had also entered its 
southern neighbouring state of 
Manipur. PTI reported. Mea- 
nwhile, an official spokesman in 
Gauhati said relief operations had 
been put into top gear in all aff- 
ected areas. He added district aut- 
horities had been given firm ins- 
tructions to call out the army whe- 
rever necessary. 

In the central Nowgong district 
scene of the worst massacre when 
up to 1,000 immigrant villagers 
were hacked down by frenzied tri- 
besmen last week, over 25,000 
people are now housed in relief 
camps. 

In Gores hwar, a small railway 
town in the central Kamrup str- 
eaming in during the past week to 
escape fighting with ethnic Ass- 
amese. 


Peugeot cars 
brought into 
Paris metro 


PARIS (R) — This week bemused 
early morning commuters using 
the busy Saint Augustin Metro 
underground station in Paris have 
been threading their way through 
five shiny new Peugeot 205 cars, 
tbe company’s latest venture into 
the small car market. 

The five cars, parked on red 
carpeting and attended by chic 
sales girls, are lined up on the pla- 
tform. 

"Half the people asked us how 
we got them down the stairs. But 
it’s attracting a lot of interest,” 
one sales girl said. , 


Seoul relaxes grip 


SEOUL (R) — President Chun 
doo Hwan of South Korea lifted a 
ban on political activity imposed, 
an 250 politicians, but three for- 
mer presidential contenders are 
among 305 still debarred. 

One of them, leading dissident 
Kim Daq-Jung, is still subject to. 
an eight-year ban imposed ini- 
tially on 811 politicians in Nov. 
1980. Last December, he was 
freed from jail where he was ser- 
ving 20 years for sedition and' 
flown to tbe United States for 
medical treatment. 

The ban still affects the former 
leader of the dissolved opposition 
New Democratic Party (NDP), 
Kim Yoimg-Sam, who has been 
under house arrest since June 
1982. 

The third former presidential 
contender still banned is former 
Prime Minister Kim Jong-PiL 


former head of the government 
Democratic Republican Party 
(DRP), who donated his S36- 
mfllion fortune to the state in 1 980 
to avoid prosecution for cor- 
ruption. 


Tbe relaxation follows a visit to 
South Korea by U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz in January. 
He told president Chun Was- 
hington was pleased with tbe pol- 
itical developments in South 
Korea and would welcome further 
Uberalisatious. 


Political sources -said this show 
of confidence by President Chun 
could lessen the chances of dissent 
as students prepared to return to 
universities after tbe winter hol- 
idays, and could improve the cou- 
ntry’s image abroad before next 
month's Non-Aligned S ummi t in 
New Delhi. 


Tight security for Queen 
Elizabeth in California 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Queen 
Elizabeth arrives in California 
Saturday amid heavy security for a 
visit which will include a stay with 
president and Mrs. Reagan and 35 
ceremonies attended by more 
than 8,000 guests. 

The first stop on the 10-day 
visit, her first to the Western Uni- 
ted States, will be the port of San 
Diego. The queen and her hus- 
band, Prince Philip, are in the 
middle of a four-week tour which 
has taken them to Jamaica, the 
Cayman Islands and Mexico and 
proceeds next to Western Canada. 

A San Francisco flag company 
says it has sold 9,000 Union Jacks, 
including one huge banner for 
$1,500. 

In Los Angeles, film stars have 
been clamouring for tickets to a 
dinner for 500 to be given by Mrs. 
Reagan on Sunday for the royal 


couple on a stage at 20th 
Century-Fox studios. Frank Sin- 
atra and Perry Como wifi ent- 
ertain. 

A local milliner said she has 
been inundated with orders from 
women who insist on wearing ela- 
borate hats and white gloves to 
meet the queen in a city where the 
regular dress is open blouses and 
slacks. 

And in San Francisco, a hom- 
osexual club is org anising a queen 
look-alike competition. 

On a more serious note, a pro- 
test alliance of 50 groups, inc- 
luding opponents of U.S. nuclear 
arms policies and the presence of 
British forces in Northern Ireland, 
is planning two big dem- 
onstrations when the royal party is 
in San Francisco. Smaller protests 
are to be staged in Los Angeles 
and Santa Barbara. 


Argentina considers amnesty 


Commission raps Roosevelt’s decision 
on Japanese-Americans during the war 


WASHINGTON ( R) — President 
Franklin Roosevelt refused to rel- 
ease some 100.000 Japanese- 
Americans from U.S. internment 
camps until after the 1944 pre- 
sidential elections for political 
reasons, a congressional com- 
mission said. 

The commission of wartime rel- 
ocation and internment of civ- 
ilians criticised Mr. Roosevelt in a 
report released recently on the 
wartime internment of the ethnic 
Japanese, which blamed on racial 
prejudice and hysteria, not mil- 
itary necessity. 

Some 100.000 Japanese- 
Americans, over half of whom 
were U.S. citizens, were interned 
shortly after the Japanese attack 


on the U.S. Pearl Harbour naval 
base in Dec. 1941. 

The commission also said tbe 
amount of compensation paid to 
Japanese-Americans after the war 
was inadequate. It is expected to 
issue recommendations on pos- 
sible additional compensation 
some time this spring. 

U.S. military leaders rec- 
ommended the internment of gro- 
unds of military necessity, but by 
1943 officials had told Mr. Roo- 
sevelt that the ethnic Japanese 
posed no security risk and should 
be released. 

But the president, aware of int- 
ense anti-Japanese feeling on the 
U.S. West Coast, delayed the rel- 
eases until a few days after he was 


safely re-elected * for an unp- 
recedented fourth term, the report 
-said. 

It said racial prejudice and war- 
time hysteria, not military req- 
uirements, had caused the ethnic 
Japanese to be interned in the first, 
place. 

About 120,000 Japanese- 
Americans spent some time beh- 
ind barbed wire in camps run by 
the U.S. military, although 
German- Americans and Italian- 
Americans remained free. 

Before the war, ethnic Japanese 
had long been a target of anti- 
Japanese agitation by those res- 
enting economic competition 
from the newcomers, the com- 
mission said. 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Arg- 
entina’s military government, is 
planning to issue an official exp- 
lanation on how it cracked down 
on leftist guerrillas in the late 
1970s, together with an amnesty 
for, servicemen „wha may, have 
committed human, rights abases 
during this ruthless campaign, mil- 
itary sources said. 

The two measures would be ann- 
ounced simultaneously sometime 
next month, they added. 

The junta initiative is aimed at 
defusing one of tbe most pol- 
itically explosive problems loo- 
ming over Argentina's planned 
.return to democracy by March 


• 1984 — the fate of up to 30,000 
people who disappeared during 
the anti-guerrilla campaign. 

According to reports in the 
Argentina press, die junta has 
been considering for some time 
the possibility of a “self-amnesty” 
to dear aside tbe problem of mis- 
sing people before general ele- 
ctions due in October or Nov- 
ember. 

Local human rights groups have 
complained bitterly against such a 
move, saying that the armed for- 
4 ces lack moral authority to absolve 
.themselves of responsibility for 
acts which they themselves com- 
mitted. 


‘No military victory is 
possible in El Salvador - 


NEW YORK <R) — Tbe com- 
mander of U.S. military advisers 
tr aining government troops in El 
Salvador told a private American 
mission visiting the country that 
there could be no military victory 
over the rebels, a Democratic 
Congressman said. 

Congressman Edward Feighan, 
one of 20 Americans on the mis- 
sion last month, said the com- 
mander’s assessment of the out- 
come of El Salvador's civil war 
was contrary to President Rea- 
gan's policy — a “policy single- 
minded in the pursuit of military 
victoiy." 

Mr. Feighan, a member of the 
House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, told a press conference: 
“A CoL Waghiestein, the head of 
the U.S. military group of trainers, 
speaking quite candidly, said he 
believed there could be no mil- 
itary victory in El Savlador.” 

A non-partisan group, the 
Washington-based commission on 
United States-Ceatral American 
relations, sponsored the four-day 
trip for a contingent which inc- 
luded folk singer Mary Travers of 


Peter, Paul and Mary, and actor 
Mike Farrell from the television 
series “MASH". 

“I saw individuals who had had 
hydrochloric acid poured on their 
faces, a man who was castrated 
and a woman whose breasts were 
torn off,” said Mr. Feighan. 

“There can be no military vic- 
tory,” Mr. Feighan said. “The 
government in El Salvador is hol- 
ding power almost exclusively 
from aid it receives from the U.S. 
government.” 


Rebels control Tejntla 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — El Sal- 
vador’s military have admitted 
that left-wing guerrillas now con- 
trol the strategic town of Tejutla, 
60 kilometres north of the capital. 

Military spokesman said the 
guerrillas killed two soldiers and 
captured six when they took over 
the town Wednesday. 

But a senior military source said 
he expected the guerrillas to leave 
Tejutla in the next three days as 
troops began to surround the 
town. 


Chicago’s mayor-to-be vows to destroy Democratic Party machine 


CHICAGO (R) — Congressman 
Harold Washington, who looks 
certain to become Chicago's first 
black mayor, both used and pro- 
mised to destroy the Democratic 
Party organisation which has dom- 
inated the city's politics for dec- 
ades. 

His victory over Mayor Jane 
Byrne and state attorney Richard 
Daley in Tuesday’s ballot for the 
Democratic mayoral nomination 
was based on an oft-repeated 
campaign promise to voters: 
"When Tm elected you won’t 
.have to fight city hail, you will be 
city hall.” 

In his victory speech, he rep- 
eated the plan behind that 
pledge — to dismantle the pat- 
ronage system which for a half- 
century has held the Democratic 
Party machine here together by 
rewarding the faithful with jobs, 
big and smaiL 

Yet it was the party org- 
anisation, and the occasional app- 
earance of insensitivity to racial 


questions on the part of Mrs. 
Byrne, which helped Mr. Was- 
hington carry the day. 

In the weeks before last Nov- 
ember’s general election, the 
party organisation added 100,000 
new black voters to the roils and 
they voted heavily in that election . 

This week it was those same 
black voters, who comprise 
600,000 of the nearly 1.6 million 
electorate, who most took to heart 
Mr. Washington's promise to 
■open city hall 

In heavily Democratic Chicago. 
Mr. Washington is now expected 
to easily beat Republican nominee 
Bernard Epton in the municipal 
election in April. 

The black vote was also critical 
to Mrs. Byrne’s campaign for a 
second four-year terra. She had 
been criticised by black civic lea- 
ders for naming two white women 
to the city’s school board even 
though they were opposed to bus- 
ing, which is used to racially int- 
egrate classrooms, and because 


she named three whites to the 
board which oversees public hou- 
sing, where scores of thousands of 
blacks live. 

The latter action resulted in a 
black boycott of a major city 
summer festival last year. 

When leaders of tbe black 
community last year approached 
Mr. Washington about entering 
the mayoral primary, he at first 
. resisted, saying his second term in 
the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives was proving rew- 
arding. In addition, he had lost an 
earlier mayoral primary in 1977. 

But, aides said, what prompted 
him to change his mind was the 
large numbers of black voters 
added to the registration rolls by 
the hard work of the local Dem- 


important factor was that it was a 
three-way race, with state att- 
orney Richard Daley - son of the 
long-time Chicago mayor and 
Democratic boss — also a .strong 
contender. 

According to Mr. Washington’s 
strategy, if be played Mrs. Byrne 
off against Mr. Daley and gained 
black votes through that split, be 
would win. 


. ivering on his promises if elected. 

But he is not tbe party outsider 
he may seem. 

He grew up steeped in Chicago 
ward politics as the son of a Dem- 
ocratic precinct captain and rose 
.through the party ranks to several 
terms in the state legislature and 
two terms in Congress. 


ocrauc o 


ion. 


way race 


With heavy black voter support, 
results showed that is what hap- 
pened. 

At one stage mr. Daley, whose 
father was mayor for 21 years, was 
considered the front runner and 
Mrs. Byrne’s aides were expecting 
that Mr. Washington would draw 
enough votes away from him to . 
benefit her and assure a second 
term. 


Ironically, that party machine is 
controlled by Mrs. Byrne through 
a hand-picked chairman. 

A second and perhaps equally 


Now he is tbe official Dem- 
ocratic contender in ApriTs con- 
test against a relatively unknown 
Republican. Mr: Washington is 
faced with the problem of del-. 


In addition, the recent history of 
Chicago has seen today's outsiders 
i becoming tomorrow’s insiders. 

Mrs. Byrne four years ago suc- 
cessfully challenged the party’s 
■hand-picked mayoral candidate, 
and beat the machine left behind 
by tbe late Mayor Daley, of whom 
she was once a protege. 

In her four years in office, she 
■turned it into her own machine. 

" Above all else Mr. Washington, 
if elected, faces the ' immense pro- 
blem of running a rity of three 
million — the largest in the U.S. 
ever to have a black mayor — at u 
.time when tax revenues are failing 
behind fiscal and social demands.' 



Odd beast softens 
Chinese man’s heart 


PEKING (R) — A hunter in so*, 
thwest China claims to have cap- 
tured a beast that was half-man 
and half-animal and then to have 
let it go after it begged for mercy, 
the official China Daily said Fri- 
day. The newspaper quoted Bn 
Shaoqhi, 40, as saying he caught 
the wild man in a trap laid pa Yu*- 
nbao Mountain, Guangxi Pro- 
vince. He said tbe beast was more 
than one metre high and covered 
in hair, with a round head and a 
mouth Hke a monkey, the nose of & 
dog and the ears, eyes and fingers 
of a human being. The China 
Daily said a similar creature was 
seen on the same mountain 800 
years ago by a local mandarin, 
according to ancient records. 
Another righting was reported 40 
years ago. There have been sev- 
eral reported sightings of wiki men 
of various shapes and sizes in the 
official Chinese press. 


Marx, Erin had 
‘loving relationship’ 


China calls for 
destruction of rats 


PEKING (R)' — The Chinese 
government has railed for a nat- 
ionwide rat-killing drive during 
the forthcoming breeding season 
to end a plague that has been cau- 
sing big crop losses. The official 
Economic Daily said that about 20 
million hectares of crops bad been 
seriously damaged by rats. 


Smith told to get 
Rhodesian passport 


10 charged with 
murder in Bolivia 


Murderer courts 
death deliberately 


, LOS ANGELES fR) — A psy- 
chologist said Erin Fleming, com- 
panion to G roue ho Marx, was chi- 
ldish and paranoid, but she had a * 
loving relationship with the com- 
edian. “My observation is (hat he 
(Marx) was not threatened by 
her,” the psychologist. Dr. Milton 
Wexier, told tbe Santa Monica 
Superior Court in Los Angeles. 
“She was enormously helpful to 
him (Marx)," Dr. Wexier said 
when questioned by Miss Fle- 
ming’s lawyer, David Sabih. 
“Without her, I believe he was 
tosL” 


HARARE (R) — White opp- 
osition Leader Ian Smith raid 
Thursday tbe Zimbabwe gov- 
ernment had turned down his req- 
uest to have his passport back so 
he could travel to South Africa for 
medical treatment. He said the 
minister of home affairs, Herbert 
Ushewokunze. had written a letter 
telling him to approach Rhodesian 
authorities for a Rhodesian past 
sport since he had stated abroad 
that he recognised Rhodesia and 
not Zimbabwe. 


LA PAZ (R) — Ten people have 
been arrested and wOi go on trial 
on charges of killing Bolivian pol- 
itical leaders and a Spanish Jesuit- 
priest, Interior Minister Maria 
Roncal said here. The minister 
told a press conference that the 10 ; J. 
were accused of the 1980 killings > 
of Socialist chief Marcelo Quiroga 
Santa Cruz, eight leaders of the 
leftist revolutionary movement 
(MLR) and the priest. Father Luis 
Espinal. Earlier, a government 
commission accused a previous 
militaty ruler, Gen. Hugo Banzer,. V 
of being responsible for the da-; 
adestine burial of 14 people who 
went missing when he- was in- 
power. The bodies were dfc-. - 
covered in a La Paz cemetery last 
week. 1 


AMARILLO, Texas (R) - A 
’condemned murderer screaming 
“shoot me" was shot inthe chest 1 
when be slashed at a deputy- VS- 
marshal with a sharpened ss*. 
ewdriver during a- court .app* 
earance, court officials said Cttf- 
- xjles ! Rumbaugh, 25, was listed in; 
critical condition at Northwest. 
Texas Hospital Rumbaagfi, who 1 
has waivedhfe right to appeal aga-- 
inst iris execution, was testifying at 
* hearing sought by the American 
Civil Liberties Union andhisfaffl* 
,3y to determine iris mental c iytttt. 
(petence. Witnesses saidjRuffl' 
Jbaugh suddenly shouted "I’ve 
chosen my .own form -of exe- 
icuriod,": pnHed .tfa^;-ftitfawddver- 
from iris clothes and rairat a dep' 
‘uty marsh aL-Shouting "shootm©- 7 ' •: 
.The Marshal did- 
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